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President's Letter

Season’s Greetings to all! I hope that everyone has dodged another of Mother Nature’s bullets, this time
more wildfires in California. It’s been nonstop this year. My daughter lives in the Los Angeles area, so my
wife and I have been concerned, and we talked her into putting a “go bag” together in case of any need to
quickly evacuate. That’s something we all should do, no matter where we live. Catastrophes on the west
coast, the volcano on the Big Island, hurricanes and flooding in Texas and points east, tornados in our
midsection, they all require us to have a plan. Always have a plan.

Open enrollment for the United retiree health plans is over, and Medicare supplement or advantage plans
will be soon, so I hope you’ve all done your homework. I spent days going over all the possibilities. One
good piece of advice I got from an agent at USAA is to check all the plans each year since there frequently
are changes.

I watch “American Pickers” on the History Channel on TV. If you haven’t seen it, it’s about two “pickers”
from Le Clair, lowa, who travel the country looking for, as they call it, rusty gold. That can mean old
automotive parts, antique bicycles, vintage home accessories, old signs and things they can sell in their two
stores. Last week I saw an episode when they picked a large building in Virginia that contained a lot of old
aircraft components. Then came the “paper trainer” for the 727 and some photos of the owner, John King, a
member of the famed Flying Circus in that area, in the cockpit of a United aircraft.

I wrote an enote to OUR John King to ask if that was him. He quickly replied that it was, and that he hoped
he didn’t look too silly. I assured him he did not. It was a great episode, which I really enjoyed, and John
was outstanding! It also gave me a chance to connect with one of our members. I know the other officers
feel the same as [ do. When we get a phone call, or enote, from either someone we haven’t seen in a long
time, or from someone we’ve never met, it’s always enjoyable to make that connection. The same goes for
attending the local RUPA luncheons all around the country.

Speaking of which, one of our members who lives in Colorado, told us that it’s a long drive to attend the
luncheon in the Denver area, in Aurora. He said he’d be interested in starting a luncheon group closer to
where he lives. Secretary/Treasurer John Rains and VP John Gorcezyca will be working with him to try to
make this happen. Watch for more info soon.

VP John Gorczyca’s letter mentions that we need someone to take the reins from Cleve Spring as our editor.
It will be a paid position, so please consider it. Cleve and the rest of us will help all we can to make the
transition a smooth one.

And now, this: Welcome aboard to our newest members.

Capt. Sandy Heely (DEN) Auburn, AL Capt Gary Hrobuchak (DCA) Richmond, VA
Capt Sal Salazar (ORD) Owasso, OKCapt Keltie Morris (SFO) San Francisco, CA

Capt Herb Fischer (IAD) Gamaliel, AZ Capt Willard Bowman (SFO) San Jose, CA
Capt Rich Kuiper (ORD) Racine, WICapt Ben Kalom (ORD) Park Ridge, IL

Capt Jon Moench (EWR) St. Petersburg, FL Capt Abbas Reza (EWR) Medford, NJ

Capt Ross Miller (IAH) Point Blank, TX

I also want to extend our sincere welcome to a retired United Flight Attendant who has joined our ranks in
RUPA. You’d think she’d have had enough of us pilots! Now it’s our turn to say “Welcome aboard” to
Trudy Engeldinger (SFOSW) Rocklin, CA.

I hope you all have safe, healthy, happy holidays. As my wife’s favorite talk show host, Ellen Degeneres
says when she signs off, “Be kind to each other.”  Bob-

How to pay your RUPA dues
Go to our website www.rupa.org and pay your dues there with your
credit card (Easy for you and for the Secretary Treasurer)
Or send your check to:

RUPA
PO Box 757
Stowe, VT 05672-0757
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Vice President's Letter

It seems just like yesterday that [ was wishing everyone a Merry Holiday season. And, here we are again in
the midst of Christmas and the Holiday season. And, the Holiday Season is more than a time of festivities,
family, and friends; it is the season of generosity, gladness and gratitude- William Ward.

I certainly do not like to beat a dead horse but there are two very important events in the future that are worth
mentioning once again. The RUPA cruise is being planned by Rich Bouska and is scheduled for July 7,
2019. There cannot be a better cruise planned than traveling through the ancient Mediterranean countries.
The travel agent we have is Jerry Poulin who is very adept and helpful in planning the cruise of your life. He
is the owner of Jerry's Travel Service and can be reached at 1-800-309-2023 ext. 33 or 508-829-3068. There
are three possible options for travel. You may cruise eastbound through the Greek Isles from Rome, cruise
westbound to the Gibraltar British territory with many stops along the way from Rome or you may cruise
both directions. We will be traveling on MS Koningsdam, which is one of the newer ships of the Holland
America Line. So, pack your bags now and enjoy all the fun with us. It will be the trip of a lifetime for you.

Secondly, with regard to events, I would like to express the great reunion RUPA will be having in Dayton,
Ohio next year. It is scheduled on Oct 1 thru Oct 4, 2019. Again, we will be staying at the Holiday Inn in
Fairborn for the duration of the reunion. The tours include the Wright Brothers Facilities which
encompasses the Wright Cycle Company, the Wright-Dunbar Interpretive Center and Aviation Trail Visitor
Center, the Huffman Prairie Flying Field and, of course, the Air Force Museum. The highlight of the week
will be the gathering of the RUPA aviators and their spouses at the reunion dinner. There should be much
magic in the air and more camaraderie planned for that evening event. Rich Bouska and I are coordinating
this event and if you have any input or comments please advise us in advance. So, start saving those
retirement bucks for your trip to Dayton, Ohio.

I am very happy to report that United now has a new state of the art training center which is reported to be
the largest flight training facility in the world. One of the things I get highly excited about with United is the
announcement of new routes being added. What an opportunity for us retiree types to get out and fly to
some destinations we have never been, albeit as a passenger not as a pilot. Also, [ was very happy to see the
new employeeRES web site improvements. A few of the cool features include Flight Watch, Open Search,
Potential Misconnects and the myUAdiscount program.

I would like to recognize RUPA member, Rusty Aimer. He has been top notch in detailing the possible
reasons for the Lion Air flight crash off the coast of Jakarta where 189 perished on a new B-737-Max8. He
explains that it may have been caused by a "runaway stab trim" situation. It makes sense to me. Anyhow,
Rusty has been featured on NBC News and other programs explaining the horrific accident that occurred
recently. Good job Rusty with informing the public!

RUPA member, Don Wolfe, recommended to me to go see the movie, "First Man" starring Ryan Gosling as
astronaut Neil Armstrong. The movie focuses on the riveting story of NASA's mission to land a man on the
moon during the years of 1961 thru 1969. It is a must see for any aviation and space enthusiast.

Lastly, I am asking a RUPA member to step up and help us replace the retiring Cleve Spring as our RUPA
editor. He has done such a fantastic job with our organization. I promise the transition to becoming the
future editor will be a simple process. We are all here to help and assist in any way possible. Did I mention,
RUPA is willing to pay the editor $1,000 per month for editing and publishing the RUPANEWS magazine.
What an opportunity!

I am always sad to read about some of the great pilots we are losing through my years with RUPA. Every
one of these aviators were successful in their own right and most have left an everlasting legacy to their
family and friends. Albert Einstein once said "Strive not to be a success, but rather to be of value."

Still Flying High Here and Happy Holidays, Johw Gorcgyca

lgnorance or Apathy?

don’t know, and | don’t care which is worse.
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Secretary Treasurer’s Report
Use of Credit Card for Paying Dues

I want to thank the many of you who are paying your dues using the online credit card system. 1’d like to
encourage those who haven’t used it to give it a try. We have worked to make it easy and convenient.

Go to www.rupa.org and select the “Join Rupa page.” Once there you can select “Pay dues online.” The
usual boxes you see when you use your credit card online for other things are there. At the end of the page is
a check box to select “automatically repeat this same payment once a year.” If you check that box, then your
next year’s payment will be done on your birthday and from then on annually. You can relax and just enjoy
the RUPANEWS and the benefits of membership in this world class organization.

In addition, I will send you an email at the beginning of your birth month to remind you that the payment is
going to be automatically made. If the card that you used last time is about to expire, I will give you a heads
up so you can send me an email with the revised expiration date or if you would like to use a different card.
Over 190 fellow pilots have signed up for this service.

Of course, you can always send a check but it’s time consuming both for you and for me. Some of you are
still sending your dues to the wrong address (believe it or not it still happens. AND checks are a pain for
your humble servant.

One of the most common notes I get with checks is “Sorry I'm late”! When you pay dues thru
www.rupa.org and select recurring payments those days are gone! AND, you don’t need an envelope, a
check, or a stamp. How cool is that! Give it a try. Johw Rain

San Francisco East Bay Ruparian’s Luncheon

We had a good turnout for this month’s luncheon.

Kesinger, Neil and Tammy Dahlstrom, and Marilyn and Richard Sperling.

We covered all the usual topics again; we never seem to get enough of our time with United. I think the
general consensus is we were lucky to have flown during some pretty good times. We didn’t seem to have
enough information about the Lion Max 8 accident and the fact that Boeing withheld information about a
new safety feature implicated in the crash. I’m sure more information will be forthcoming soon.

B. S. just returned from two long trips back to back; one to Luxor Egypt and another to China. He says
never to Egypt again, though Egypt Air was good and the people in China took very good care of him. I
wasn’t able to hear much from the other end of the table, but there was a lot going on there.

We meet at 1:00 PM on the 2" Wednesday of every month at the Primavera Restaurant in San Ramon. Pay
us a visit, all are welcome. Rich
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SAC Valley Gold Wingers RUPA Luncheon

Fall is upon us and what a beautiful day we had in Northern California. We had some new guests today.
Bruce Milan who came to us from the Bay Area. Holly Hilton who was a long time United employee and
was with Pan Am prior to United. And, and the last guest and soon to be permanent member of the
Goldwinger group was Don Wolfe also known as Wolfman. Don is a well know person within the United
community who just recently retired after being based in San Francisco flying the B-747. Don was
recognized for having flown in the airshows at San Francisco during Fleet Week in the 747 for many years.
It is very nice to have him with us now and look forward to many more good times together.

Our turnout was fabulous today and the word must be getting around about the great camaraderie and food
we have to offer. Now there is a dose of gloating for you.

Left to Right: John Gorczyca, Bill Authier, Bruce Milan, Holly Hilton, Andy Fossgreen, Gary Redmann,
Wayne and Joanie Mooneyham, Sharon Gorczyca, Don Wolfe, Bob Lynch, Steve McBride, Barbara

Fossgreen, Chuck Kolesar, Viv Stolp, Dave Ulm, Lori Muir, Kathy Lynch, John Kallio, Trudy Engeldinger,
Mary Harty, John Petts, Deb Leippe, Ken Ledwith, Jim Harty and Dave Leippe.

We discussed the Goldwinger Holiday/Christmas party we will be having next month
which should be a barnburner. Just an expression folks!

We talked about the priorities United advanced before Congress this past Fall and how
they are doing in the political climate. I was happy to report that United now has the
largest state of the art training facility in the world. Further, I passed on some of the
new routes we can expect to see as we are traveling around the world while utilizing our §,
space available privileges. United is attempting to improve the employeeRES web site
which I think will be an improvement. It was reported that an ex-United employee is i b
headed to the "Big House" after stealing nearly $600,000 in meal vouchers. Needless to 2 {
say, there were no Goldwingers that admitted to this fraud. There was light discussion B i f
on the Lion Air accident and the possible theories advanced for the accident. | Captain Lori Muir with her
MEOW tee shirt

Bob Lynch once again professed the need for all of us to receive our Shingles shots.
My wife and I took our shots recently and the shot hurt for 4 days. Boohoo! That is much better than the
alternative.

Good luck to all as we progress through this year. Still Flying High, Johw Goregycar

Eddie O'Donnell RUPA DCA Luncheon

27 gathered for lunch at JR's Stockyard Inn on Wednesday October 17th. In the hour before the meal was
served there was lots of remembrances, stories, catching-up and joking. In particular, the Pan-Am guys were
trading stories of Africa flying. We were especially pleased to welcome Jim Krasno from the Williamsburg
Lunch Group. Jim was instrumental in securing our Luncheon Speaker.

Prior to sitting down to lunch, we did take time to remember those who had Flown West since our last
gathering. We welcomed our speaker Tom Culbert, author and Air Force pilot retiree. Tom flew 5 years as
an Accredited Diplomatic pilot in Africa and was intrigued by the history of those remote airfields all across
the Sahara and thru Egypt. After retirement his research led him to co-author “PanAfrica: Across the
Sahara in 1941 an account of Pan American Airways, LTD. PanAm had a secret contract with the British,
using civilian crews and ground staff to move aircraft and supplies across the South Atlantic, through mid-
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Africa and up to Cairo, Egypt. Later in 1942 their reach extended across the Hump to resupply Gen.
Chennault's Flying Tigers. They even transported Doolittle and some of his crews from China back to the
U.S. There was much more to the story than can be related here.

Take note, please, our next gathering will be for members only on January 16th. Mark your calendar.
Attending were; Al Badrow, Jon Beckett, Hal Cockerill, Gil Coshland, Pat Coshland, our speaker Tom
Culbert and his wife Margaret, Mike Frank, Paul Gilson, Tony Keffer, Fred Keister and Camille Moore, Jim
Krasno (Williamsburg Lunch Leader), Dolores Miller, Ed Miller, John Morgan, Bill Nolan, Edna Nolan,

Catherine Reinhard, Don Reinhard, Barb Ryan, Charles Schwab, Fred Streb, Dave Strider, Stokes Tomlin,
Betty Williams, E.K. Williams.

Western, West Virginia RUPA Dinner

Victor and Pam Lorentz (left) visit Larry Nikolaus and Valerie Roach while passing through the hills of West
Virginia. The Lorentz’s were heading home to Orlando after a 90-day East Coast tour in their motorhome.

Larry played tour guide to the local attraction, Blenko Glass in Milton, West Virginia. The tour continued to
Larry’s hangar in Ona, West Virginia to see his Cessna 190. Dinner later that evening at “The Main on
Central” in Barboursville, West Virginia. An enjoyable day with friends.

Victor 767 ORD, TK. Larry A320 LAX, ORD. Lawry

The Williamsburg Patriots RUPA Luncheon

It was a beautiful sunny fall day in the Tidewater Area to join up with fellow comrades. Many stories,
updates and laughter to go around.

W ZAX5e0r ety A ,

L to R sitting: Jim Krasno, JoBeth Lynch and Marilyn Pasley.
L to R Standing: Tom Galayda, Gean Rockhill and Richard Bowers.

All former crew members are welcome to join us on the 2nd Saturday each month at 11:00am at Victoria's in
Williamsburg. B RSVP krasnojm(@earthlink.net
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Seattle Gooney Bird RUPA (October) Luncheon

14 Gooney Birds gathered for our October feast at the Sea-Tac Airport Marriott. Weather was a beautiful
sunny 68 degrees and we reflected on the record rainfall of the past winter followed by a record dry summer
which has persisted into fall. Several of the group had recently toured the area around Mount Rainier and the
ngh -Country east of the Cascade Crest and were rewarded with a grand display of fall colors.

LtoR:]J ack Brown Alan Black Larry Knechtel Rob | Robrson Herb Marks Mark G1lkey, Dave Mosby,
George Compton, Denny Narog and Jim Barber. Not shown Hank Kerr.

It is good to report that both George Compton and Jack Brown were
present and are making progress in recovery following their recent
surger1es

Thursday of each month. This will result in a more timely report to the
RUPANEWS relative to the 15th of the month publication deadline.

We intend to include an extra picture each month from our early career
days along with a brief write-up of explanation. Dave Mosby has kindly
provided the first of these. Hank

Seattle Gooney Birds RUPA (November) Luncheon

Fifteen Gooney Birds flocked to the Seattle Airport Marriott on this cool and sunny November day. The
folks at Marriott again provid ith a rrvate dining room along with the1r excellent fare and service.

Jim Barber, J e Akerson, Kathy Dickin,

A\l \ /
L to R: Jack Brown, Alex Dunn, Bud Granley, Herb Marks,
Carol, Granley, Diane Hope.

In short order conversation centered on the Lion Air 737 tragedy including comments and questions
regarding automation dependency in general and more specifically those AOA functions unique to the 737
Max.

Chuck Westpfahl was asked about his B-29 experience during the Korean war of the early 1950's. He told of
flying the tanker version of the B-29 which refueled the B-50, a modified B-29 which was used to monitor
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Russian activities along the western Pacific coast. Chuck later flew the Boeing KC-97 tanker out of Goose
Bay, Labrador providing refueling service for the B-47 bomber.

Bob Reid reminded the group that we are again invited to the United Pilot Wives' annual December
luncheon. This is always a first-class event and will once again be held at the Seattle Yacht Club on Portage
Bay. Details will be available shortly.

Another bit of good news is that Bill and Kathy Sanford plan to make their Oktoberfest an annual event. It
will continue to be celebrated at their beautiful country manor on the peninsula near Olalla. To improve the
weather odds, the date will be moved up to the 3rd Saturday in September. There was a large turnout for last
month's Fest, which was tops in every way.

Loose ends: Herb Marks, Jerry Ackerson and Larry Knechtel led the joke parade. It was good to see Bill
Brett again. He had done a lot for our G-B group for many years and we thanked him for his service. Mark
Gilkey, one of our most senior members and rarely absent, missed the lunch due to a Dr.'s appointment. We
hope to see him again next month.

And thanks to Bud Granley for handling the photographic duties today. Hank Kerr

Dana Point RUPA Luncheon

Sixteen people showed up on another beautiful California day. I came in a little late and the group was
already seated in Proud Mary's. Steve, the owner, who is a personal friend of Rusty Aimer, again has
poached our group from the Wind & Sea next door because he likes to have pilots in his restaurant, and has
given us an incentive to do so, which is a 15% discount on our meals. You don't see pilots turning down an
offer like that very often. Also, Proud Mary's offers breakfast until noon, and early birds can take advantage
of that. Personally, I miss some of the unique and excellent seafood items at Wind & Sea, such as the very
tasty Calamari strips, and the rest of the various great tasting fish and soups and chowders. Proud Mary's is
not quite as well stocked with seafood.

Midy A= B

Iy - - i .

The group in our picture from left to right in the rear are Brian Kenney, Joe Udovch, Gary Pacheco, Bill
Lucius, Roger Parsons, Mike Brueggeman, , Rico Santamaria, (still active), and Butch Trembly, and front
row right to left, Merle Santamaria, spouse to Rico, Bill Stewart, Bob Fuhrmann, Denny Giesea, Cheryl Arp,
Rusty Aimer, and John Arp. Missing from the picture was Park Ames, who checks in with the group, but
usually has to leave early to go home to care for his son, who has ALS.

The nice thing about this day's attendees was that we had two spouses who came to join us. I had a brief
phone conversation with Gwynne Simmons who filled me in on Ted (our Fearless Leader) Simmons current
health status, and she said he had his back thrown out while going through rehab exercises at the hospital,
after his heart attack. It seems, when it rains, it pours, i.e. going from one bad experience to another. |
mention Gwynne, because she has said more than once that it is great to participate in conversations with
pilots without understanding all the finer points of flying. Cheryl Arp can testify to that, and I hope that
Merle Santamaria, who was carrying on an animated conversation can also agree. We certainly hope she
returns often, with other female family members, as I have had my daughters and granddaughters along with
me. After all, they lived through the airline experience along with us.

A brief BTW: Corey Ferguson, who just retired from United a month ago, missed our meeting because he
was in flight training with an FAR135 carrier, JETSUITE, flying an Embraer 135. Apparently, they are
looking for pilots with experience, but we will have to question him when he returns to us on what kind of
duty rigs and salary they offer. Your default sometime correspondent, Joe Udovch
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Monterey Peninsula RUPA Lunch Bunch

Our gracrous hosts Pete and Donna Walmsley had 20 places set up at Edgar’s for our November luncheon.

L to R Cheryl Bohrman L1nda Mackle Pete Walmsley, Ken Bohrman Jane Rowbottom Donna Walmsley,
Judy & Carlos Qurntana Pat & Phil McClaln _

L to R: Sharon Nelson Mary & Mlke Donnelly, Terry Huggins & Steve Folsom Gary & Dlane Brauch
Brett Morris & Diane Ellis. No Picture photographer, Jon Rowbottom.

There were lots of aviation stories including one from Carlos Quintana when he flew the McDonnell F2H
Banshee on a late day hop and developed an unsafe landing gear. It began to get dark as he worked through
his problem. When he went to turn on his instrument lighting it did not work. So, there he was flying with
no visible instruments making an emergency landing. All worked out in the end when he landed and stopped
on the runway. After pinning the gear, he was towed to the gate. During his low pass by the tower for a
visual gear check he flew directly over the O’Club at a very low altitude. There was a General inside who
wanted that pilot arrested!

As a reminder, next month our Christmas Luncheon will be on December 12th at 1130 at the Monterey
Peninsula Country Club Beach House. Checks with your choice of entrée and number of drink tickets
should be sent to Judy Quintana ASAP to reserve your seat.

Our best wishes to all our RUPA Family for the holidays. Jon Rowbottom

San Francisco North Bay RUPA Luncheon
The North Bay group once more met at our favorite digs, Tolay Restaurant at the Petaluma Sheraton. A
small but lively bunch, all in good spirits, and the table chatter was at its usual high level. It is always great
fun to rehash events of the past with the caveat “probably can’t do that anymore.”

L to R Bill Greene Larry Whyman chk Hanna Wayne Heyerly, “Bones” Bride, B111 McGulre
Jules Lepkowsky, Don Madson, and once more out of sight but never out of mind, photographer and scribe,

Barney Hageru

We meet the first Wed. of the month at 12:00 with a sit down at 12:30 so if you are in the area, come join us.
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Columbia River Geezers RUPA Luncheon

It was Tuesday November 13, 2018 and 9 Columbia River Geezers showed up at our second Tuesday of the
month Geezer Luncheon

\

s N :

Startlng left to 1ght is Ray Reed. Many of you may remember Ray from the LAXFO crew desk? Ray
worked in LAX for many years until United (Clark Luther) centralized the crew desk at EXO. When that
happened Ray transferred to PDX and retired there as an FOSR. Ray is probably the most senior retired
employee in our group. Doug Howden followed by Bill Englund had a table conversation about Carrier
takeoffs and landing mostly centered around Hydraulic versus steam catapults. Doug flew the A-4 and Bill
Flew the Sky Raider. Next is Tony Passannante, Glen Cory, Steve Barry, John Cooper (US Air Retired)
John who flew the airbus for a while explained to some degree how the fly by wire control sticks operated in
the airbus....Interesting. Next, Lew Myer, who provided us with a report on Dick Ionata a fellow RUPA
member informing us that Dick is doing much better with his road to recovery and lastly, Ron Blash.

Lunch lasted approximately 3 hours and all of us had a great time. Much of the conversation revolved
around the recent Lion Air’s upset and crash in the 737 Max. Our happy wanderer, Doug Howden, just
returned from Singapore and Kuala Lumpur. "What a great trip he had." Doug also commented, "I only
wish I could have had one more day.” Doug had purchased a round trip 20% employee discounted Business
Class ticket, Positive Space, (ahhhh the only way to fly) and flew non-stop on United's 787. Another world
traveler Steve Barry just returned with his wife from a three-week trip to Spain. They are leaving for
Singapore during the first of 2019.

Tony arrive a little late as he flew an early morning departure to San Jose and back to Hillsborough Oregon.
Lot of chatter at his end of the table regarding operational restraints at the company which Tony flies for.
John Cooper also flies corporate. After the meeting was over and outside the restaurant a discussion
occurred between Steve Barry, John Cooper (US Air Captain retired) and myself about flying light airplanes
into, out of and over Canada to get up to Alaska from the Pacific North West. Apparently, this type of flying
typically runs smoothly, however a sometime big issue is getting back into the USA because of US customs
not Canadian customs?

That’s it. Hope to see you all on the second Tuesday in December. Ron Blash

WUMO | Mikael Wulff and Anders Maorgenthaler

Yeah, I'm Pegasus, so what!? No one ever said you need
to be a reindeer! It's the ability to fly that counts!

A\
jo8 @
INTERVIEW W
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Southwest Florida RUPA Luncheon

Our November 5, 2018 luncheon at the Fort Myers, FL Olive Garden restaurant had 8 attendees. Our hard
working server, Jason, as our first time server, provided us first class service and attention. Much of the
construction on I-75 in our area seems to have been completed with traffic moving smoothly, for the most
part.

'y ‘ i & \ . ] o - e SO
L to R: Gary Crittenden, Janice Crittenden, Gene Chapman and Jim Sutton, Wallis Alves, Rip Curtiss,
Shirley Curtiss and Dot Prose.
It seems like there are more get well and sympathy cards being circulated in our recent meetings. Long time
RUPA member and attendees, Will Collins and Ray White, flew West in the last two months. Will Collins
attended our luncheons right up until our last one in March. Buzz Osterbusch also sadly passed away. Our
group remembered all of them with flying stories from the past and all fond memories. Also, Don Sullivan,
had been admitted to the hospital but can’t seem to get out, as the latest setback was hospital induced by a
gash in the leg which won’t heal. A hospital can be a very dangerous place!

This particular luncheon had to be held one week early due to a conflict with scheduling over the next week
Veteran’s Day. The next luncheon in January will revert to the usual second Monday of the month (Jan 14).

Some of our group have attended the luncheons of the local Retired United Airlines Employees Association
(RUAEA) in Fort Myers, which encompasses other United employees. Their last meeting had as guest
speaker the UAL airport manager at RSW (Southwest Florida Fort Myers airport) who provided a very
positive picture of the future of United operations, especially domestically. Wallis Alves, Shirley and Rip
Curtiss attended the last one.

With only eight at one long table it was easy to have some entertaining conversation where everyone heard
each other and could join in. Jim Sutton had very good things to say about his experiences flying the F-86 in
Korea during the Korean War, meeting up with a North Korean defector and encountering MIG-15s near the
Yalu River. The MIGs fortunately passed under his flight at a much lower altitude and did not encounter any
dogfight. The only politics discussed was the Florida mid-terms the following day, but it was a short
discussion.

Everyone has been encouraged to look at their memorabilia and share it with the group. For
show and tell today Dot Prose brought in a few things which she inherited from her dad (Ed |
Prose UAL 1940-1976) and all stored in file cabinets in the garage. One shoebox held
several insignia from the Air Transport Command days during World War II where the ATC |
contracted the airlines for military transport operations. The uniforms were drab olive green |
and, as shown in the photo, included special ATC hat device and wings. Clearance badges
from the Army Air Corps at Lowry Field were also required. The ATC eventually evolved
into the Military Airlift Command (MAC) and now Air Mobility Command (AMC).

Attendees were reminded of the 2019 RUPA Day at Sun-n-Fun Fly-in at Lakeland, FL on
Thursday, April 4. The fly-in runs from 2-7 April 2019.

The next luncheon is the second Monday in January on January 14, 2019 at 1130 at the
Olive Garden in Fort Myers. All welcome (United and Continental)! New retirees and their |
spouses/partners/visiting offspring are especially welcomed. ‘
Yours truly, Gawy Crittender and Dot Prose.
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The Greater Chicago Group RUPA Luncheon

The alien invaders of “stomach bug” in this area not killed off by the hard freeze of the last few days caused
a couple of our regular attendees to stay home with their bathrooms close at hand. However, 44 hardy souls
defied the viruses, braved the elements and enjoyed Nick’s Pizza & Pub’s warm surroundings, good food,
and camaraderie.

Fred Hunter, one of our more-distant members, drove up from Sandwich, IL, to join in with us, and we had
some first-timers present as well. Phyllis Capuzelo from the ORD Flight Office attended with her husband
Phil, and Captain Ben Kalom attended his first RUPA luncheon today, with his countdown-to-retirement
clock at about 8 months and change. Ted Jung, Treasurer-Elect of the Chicago Skyliners chapter of RUAEA
paid us a visit too.

LRI e o S
We reprised our Salute To Veterans from last year’s November luncheon. Those vets who could still fit into
any of our old military gear were encouraged to wear it, and about twenty of us posed for a portrait, twice

last year’s number. Appears we’ve got a tradition going here: the return of The Pizza Warriors.

-

/!

The full lunch roster included Ken & Muriel Bergsma, George Bracke, Ed Bristow, Larry Cabeen, Phil and
Phyllis Capuzelo, Bill Cherwin, Tom and Barb Conley, Jim Downing, Carl Eberle, Walt & Jan Fink, Jan
Gawenda, Bob Helfferich, Mike Hepperlen, Denny Holman, Fred Hunter, Scott Joseph, Ted Jung, Bob and
Carolyn Kelly, Ben Kalom, Dick Kane, Tom Loftus, Wes Lundsberg, Rick Miller, Jack Mumaw, Steen
Munter, Dick Murdock, Glen Peterson, Dave Runyan, Dave Schultz, Ole Sindberg, Gene Stepanovic, Dave
& Linda Strohm, Bill Thompson, Jim Trosky, Ken Voelker, Tom Wedel, Paul Wember and Tom Workinger.
Big thanks to Tammie, our server again this time, and to Nick’s manager Monica who took great care of us
all.

Our next luncheon will be at Nick’s on Tuesday, March 12" 2019. RUPA members, active pilots, spouses,
significant others, and guests are more than welcome. El Scribo, Walt
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San Diego North County RUPA Luncheon

We added a couple retired pilots in the last 6 months so our total for this luncheon was 5. Not a bad turnout.

Scott Becker, our newest member, thought a Model Train Club would be a good way to spend time so, after
seeing the Model Train Club I belong to, he decided to join. The size of the layout and the detail of the
scenery is very intimidating for a new guy so mostly I just run my trains and Scott decided that’s for him,
too. More involvement with the construction will come later.

oy NG

L to R: Rhoda and Brad Green, Scott Becker, Colin Winfield, Scott Herman, Mark and Susan Mayer.
Being just like the rest of us, Scott Herman missed a few meetings, so he had to catch up with the new guy
Scott Becker’s flying history and any other UAL related stories. Wanting to know what airplanes a pilot
flew, and which domiciles they were based is a good way to get to know a pilot.

Colin and I talked about an upcoming camping trip I’'m going on, and I gave him the info how to get a
campsite, so he thinks he might make it. My wife and I like to camp in the desert, so we will be camping in
Borrego Springs State Park for a week in February. Susan and I hope Colin can make it.

Rhoda and Brad have been away for quite a few trips during the last few months, so they’ll be in town for the
winter. It’s a rough life in La Jolla, Ca for the winter!!

Bob and Ruth Bowman didn’t make it for lunch but maybe the next time.
Here’s a nice “Hello” to Evelyn and Bill and also Bob. Miss you folks. Until next month, Mark

The San Francisco Bay-Siders Luncheon
We had a smoky day for our luncheon due to the fires NE of us that destroyed 99% of the homes in the town
of Paradise and, at the time of this writing, has killed 63 people, 600+ missing and destroyed 15,500
structures. One of our members, Dick Hooning, lives there. Fortunately, he had driven to Chico, not far from
his home, to have his car worked on. He was unable to return to his home and doesn’t know if it is still
standing.

We only had 17 members attend our meeting, but we did have three visiting from out of town. Phyllis
Cleveland and Jon Rowbottom from Monterey, and Sam Wilson from the Big Island.

Larry and Pat Wright were out of town for our Luncheon, so asked me to fill-in for them. This may be Rose
and my last meeting, as we hope to be in our new home in Medford, OR in December, so will be attending
the luncheons up there.

In attendance were: Rich & Georgia Bouska, Phyllis Cleveland, Gerry Delisle, Barry Hamley, Jeri Johnson,
Bob Kallestad, Bill Klett, Bob Norris, Craig Norris, Jon Rowbottom, Cleve & Rose Spring, Jerry Terstiege,
Isabell Traube, Gene Walter and Sam Wilson. Cheers, Cleve

Our Luncheons are always on the second Tuesday of the month 11:00am at Harry’s Hofbrau,
1909 El Camino Real, Redwood City, CA.

THE BIG ISLAND STARCGAZERS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY ON DECEMBER 12TH
The Big Island Stargazers will be celebrating their annual Christmas party on Dec. 13th.

This will be in lieu of our regular monthly meeting.
For information contact Linda Morley-Wells at Imwjet@earthlink.net or 808-315-7912.
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The Big Island Stargazers RUPA Luncheon
We had a small gathering for our October luncheon, but we shared an abundance of comradery. It turned out
we were a well-travelled group, and talk story centered around Gerry and Joan Baldwin’s recent trip to the
mainland, Don Diedrick’s Mediterranean cruise aboard Celebrity Cruise Line, and yours truly along with
husband Walt enjoyed a vacation in Iceland. Beth Raphael sent word that she and Roger will be on the
mainland for a year, but they promised to fly back often to visit. The [ronman World Championship
Triathlon came to a close the previous weekend and our town has returned to a quieter pace. The event
brought thousands of international participants and their guests to our slice of paradise for a couple of weeks,
and it was great for our island economy.

Left to nght Walt Wells, Linda Morley Wells Don Dledrlck Joan and Gerry Baldwrn

Plans were made for our annual Christmas party that will be held on December 13th, and it will be in lieu of
our regular monthly meeting. If you are on island for the holidays, please contact us and join the festivities.
We send warm wishes to our mainland Ruparians for a happy holiday season.

Mele Kalikimaka! Linda Morley-Wells

Ohio Cleveland Crazies RUPA Luncheon

On a cool but beautiful fall day in Northern Ohio the Cleveland Crazies met at TJ’s in Wooster for October
meeting. We had twelve members wives and family attending for a wonderful lunch, great stories, and fun
together.

ol ' el ' J Fdas ds:
Left to nght standing are: Phil Jach, J ohn Hochmann R1ch McMakm J oe Getz, George Bleyle, Dawn Lang,
Bob Lang, John Alden, Bob Olsen, Jim Burrell and our Server Shalya Salmons.
Seated are Ken Wheeler and his daughter Beth Wheeler.

We had several updates on personal family matters from individuals. We learned that one of the Cleveland
Flight Attendants lost everything in fire but escaped without any injury. And we had several jokes to keep us
all laughing before heading home.

Our members also agreed to move our December meeting to the second Thursday (December 13, 2018)
because the regular Third Thursday meeting was too close to Christmas. Cheers, Phil
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The Intrepid Aviators of Southern Oregon RUPA Luncheon

Ah, the seasonal change here in the Rogue Valley...beautiful. Changes in weather, temps, Fall color in the
foliage,,,,,nice. Nice also was our gathering of the 'Intrepid' group at 'The Pony' in Jacksonville.

T g K. e
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Seated left to right: Michael Bennett (so long Michael...see you in the Spring!), Harvey Saylor, Scot Lee and
Jim and Cheryl Jaeger. Standing are: Bill Monfort, Marty and Bob Niccolls.
We missed some and others will soon be missing as they run for Winter homes. But for now, it's time to

enjoy and partake in the seasons of the year....as the seasons of life....always changes, always interesting.

Lunch at the Pony has fun as a constant with tales of your and fore along the way. And, this time, as we
have before, we tasked a young lady waiting to be our photographer. They always seem to have the 'what
the h---' look when asked, but soon become one with us. Cheers till next time, Bol-

DCA RUPA Boy’s Nite-Out, Hagerstown, Md

A good time was had by all.
) .

h“"*_"

o~

L to R: Bernie Schwartzman, Dave Strider, Pierre Ney, EK Williams, John King and Gary Cook
Charlie Schwab (PAA) and John Gallagher. Your resident photographer, Stokes Tomlin, did not do a selfie.
Our next gathering will be held on the 2nd Wednesday of February 13", just before Valentine’s Day
(weather permitting!). Stokes Tomlin

Would you like to receive the RUPANEWS by E-Mail?

If so—Please send an email to our Secretary/Treasurer
rupasectr@rupa.org
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United Airlines CEO: ‘We need to de-stress the travel lifestyle’

As United Continental Holdings turns its business around after a host of public relations
issues crippled the airline giant's stock, its CEO is trying to heighten United's focus on the
customer, he told CNBC on Wednesday.

"We need to de-stress the travel lifestyle," United Continental CEO Oscar Munoz told "Mad
Money" host Jim Cramer in an exclusive interview.

"How do we keep you informed? How do we keep you focused and directed when
something goes wrong?" he continued. "But, more importantly, before you even leave your
house, you know your flight's on time, you know where you're headed."

Admitting that there has been "a whole host of communicative issues" around how United has handled issues
like these in the past, Munoz said policies like raising customers' baggage fees will help the airline operator
achieve these customer-oriented goals. "It's important to reinvest in the business," he told Cramer. "I think
it's one of the things about this industry that people, our customers, don't always understand. All that money
that we're getting back is being piled back into the business."

Still, United's leaders are "always mindful" of the rocky history in the airline space, which has, in the past,
faced bankruptcies, problems with poor products and services and some safety issues, the CEO said. "We're
not about that. We pile that money back into the business for the right things," Munoz said. "We want to
make you, as our customer, feel good about flying us. And so our customer-centricity, our customer
properties, are something we really want to sort of engage." Those properties will come into play over the

next year, during which United will roll out a new customer engagement initiative almost every week, the
CEO said.

Munoz added that since he became CEO in 2015, his central focus has been on regaining trust among his
employees and building the motivation that's required for the company to move forward. "Trust is the
underpinning of a lot of things that we do and that doesn't compute, as you know, on spreadsheets. But it's
such an important part and foundation for everything we've been able to do," he told Cramer. "It's a never-
ending project with keeping them engaged and motivated, but we're doing a good job."

We ve sald goodbye to United Polaris® first class

e s As we continue to move from three-cabin to two-cabin layouts across our
: = entire fleet, the seat maps on our remaining three-cabin Boeing 777-200

9 and 767-300 aircraft now show a single premium cabin — United

Polaris® business class — which includes what was the old United Global

First/United Polaris first class cabin. Here is some useful information to

2 clarify a few points about revenue and pass travel:

¥ There will be an interim period when these aircraft will still have the
United Global First seats, which will be sold and served as United Polaris
business class. Currently only certain MileagePlus® Premier® members
confirmed in United Polaris business class, including companions on the same PNR, can select these seats as
early as time of booking, if available. During the check-in window, all customers ticketed in business class,
including positive space travelers, will be eligible to choose these seats if available.

Once all confirmed customers are accommodated, standby
travelers listed in United Polaris business class will be cleared
into the remaining available seats — including any remaining
former Global First/United Polaris first class seats.

& 'M FROM TECH SUPPORT. _ .
I'’M HERE TO DELETE YOUR COOKIES.

Currently, when you’re creating a booking in employeeRES,
the cabin dropdown only shows Business and Economy,
regardless of the route. Selecting Business will list you for
either domestic first or United Polaris business class,
depending on the flight. We will soon update the dropdown to
show either Business or First along with Economy, as
appropriate for the route.
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Unlted A1r11nes welcomes Boeing 787-10 to its fleet

B United took dehvery of its first Boeing 787-10 at Boeing’s 787 Dreamliner
8 delivery center in Charleston, S.C. United is the first North American
airline to take delivery of the 787-10, and the first airline in the world to
have the entire family of 787-8, 787-9 and 787-10 Dreamliners in its fleet.
“The 787-10 is an excellent addition to United’s fleet. It offers superior
fuel efficiency while providing a more comfortable customer experience
onboard that allows passengers to arrive at their destinations feeling more
refreshed,” said Gerry Laderman, chief financial officer at United, who was at the Boeing facility for the
delivery celebrations.

Boeing’s latest Dreamliner model is 18 feet longer than the 787-9, and can carry more passengers and cargo

than previous 787 aircraft and uses 20 percent less fuel than older generation airplanes. United’s 787-10 will
feature 44 United Polaris® business class seats, 21 United® Premium Plus seats, 54 Economy Plus seats and
199 standard Economy seats.

“The United Airlines team is raising the bar again. With the new 787-10, United will fly the most fuel
efficient widebody jet in commercial aviation today. The larger airplane comes with more seats, more cargo
capacity, and the same Dreamliner comforts that passengers prefer,” said Ihssane Mounir, senior vice
president of Commercial Sales and Marketing for The Boeing Company. “We are honored that United, a
leading global carrier, has placed its trust in the 787 family, carefully optimizing their network with all three
Dreamliner models.”

United is investing in advancements onboard the new Dreamliner. The 787-10 is the first aircraft to be
delivered with United’s signature all aisle access Polaris business class and United® Premium Plus seats
already installed. Updated lighting patterns that mimic sunrise and sunset colors will help customers in each
cabin fall asleep and wake up more adjusted to new time zones. The airline is also installing a brand new
seatback entertainment system that features:

* Split screen capabilities that allow customers to watch a movie and view the flight map simultaneously.
+ A relax mode that lets customers customize a selection of soothing videos and relaxing audio playlists.

» The world’s most extensive suite of accessibility features on a seatback entertainment system, which
accommodates any level of vision, as well as provides support for customers with hearing and mobility
issues.

* Movie and television recommendations based on remaining flight time, previously watched content and
movies and shows that have been added to a customer’s favorites list.

The aircraft is expected to enter service between United’s Los Angeles and Newark/New Y ork hubs on
January 7. The airline expects to take delivery of 14 787-10 aircraft.

New UAL 787-10 flights starting on 3/30/2019

The newest member of our fleet, the Boeing 787-10 Dreamliner, will operate six trans-Atlantic routes from
EWR beginning in March 2019, we announced on Wednesday.

We are the North American launch customer of the 787-10 and also the first airline in the world to have all
three variants of the Dreamliner in its fleet.

Our 787-10s will feature 44 United Polaris business class seats, 21 United® Premium Plus seats, 54
Economy Plus seats and 199 standard United Economy seats.

“United is proud to offer more seats between New York and Europe than any other carrier, and our Boeing
787-10 aircraft based in New York/Newark will enable us to connect even more New York City customers
to Europe and beyond,” said International Network VP Patrick Quayle. “We are thrilled to announce six
international cities that will be served with this aircraft, and we look forward to offering our customers all of
the comforts and services of our most advanced aircraft.”
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Boeing 787-10 International Schedule

Start UA Flight Depart Time Arrive Time
March 30 UA 960 EWR 7:50 p.m. FRA (Frankfurt) 9:20 a.m.
March 30 UA 84 EWR 4:55 p.m. TLV (Tel Aviv) 10:15 a.m.
April 29 UA 57 EWR 6:40 p.m. CDG (Paris) 7:45 a.m.
April 29 UA 120 EWR 7:30 p.m. BCN 9:00 a.m.
(Barcelona)

May 22 UA 999 EWR 6:30 p.m. BRU (Brussels)  7:45 a.m.
May 22 UA 23 EWR 7:25 p.m. DUB (Dublin) 7:05 a.m.

Tickets will be available for purchase on December 3, for travel beginning March 30, 2019.

New employeeRES this fall: Investing in you

Our travel privileges are some of the most exciting and most valuable
rewards we have as United employees. All together, employees, retirees
" and their pass riders travel an average of 385,000 flight segments per

1 month covering 547 million miles to 287 unique destinations. What if we
made all those trips even better, with a tool for booking and managing
e travel that makes it easier to get where you want to go and includes
y features you asked for?

8 Now we’re making that happen: A redesigned employeeRES is coming
R @ [ater this fall. You might be asking, “If it was still working, why did we
change it?” The tool was due for an overhaul to bring us up to date with modern technology, and since we
needed to make major changes, we took the opportunity to go above and beyond. We saw this as another
opportunity to invest in improving the employee experience — which isn’t just about work, it’s also about the
amazing experiences we get to enjoy because we’re United employees.

The new eRES has a similar look and feel to united.com, offers a mobile-friendly experience, and includes
exciting new features. And it wasn’t designed by a few people huddled in a meeting room — we worked with
front-line employees and teams from across the airline, getting input all along the way. Over the last few
weeks, we’ve invited a few thousand employees to beta test the new employeeRES and provide feedback, so
we could do some fine-tuning before launch. We wanted to provide a tool that truly meets employees’ needs
and helps make the most of our travel privileges.

Here are a few cool new features you’ll be able to start using when we launch the new eRES:

Flight Watch — Monitor up to 10 different flight segments to multiple destinations without creating a listing.
You can customize notifications, so you get updated passenger boarding totals (PBTs) when you want them.

Open Search — Find the flights with the most available seats from the origin of your choice or to the
destination of your choice.

Potential Misconnects — Within 24 hours of your flight, you can get an idea of the number of revenue
customers who may miss their connecting flights.

myUAdiscount — Employee-exclusive discount prices are shown right in employeeRES, so you can easily
stay up to date on the best rates available.

Look for the launch date and more details about the new employeeRES in United Daily over the coming
weeks. And you can learn more about all the rewards United employees have access to on the My Rewards

page.
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United and American flight attendants talk merger
By Lewis Lazare

- g Talk is heating up about a potentially historic merger of two of the nation’s largest
” s ’ Y  flight attendant unions — the Association of Flight Attendants (AFA) and the
Association of Professional Flight Attendants (APFA). AFA, headed by a forceful
leader in Sara Nelson, represents some 24,000 United Airlines (NASDAQ: UAL)
flight attendants, as well as flight attendants at 19 smaller airlines. APFA, headed
by president Lori Bassani, represents more than 27,000 flight attendants at
American Airlines (NASDAQ: AAL), the world’s largest airline.

A merger of the two FA unions would create one mega-union that conceivably
could wield incredible power and influence at two of the nation’s largest airlines,
both of which became behemoths in the airline industry due to mergers — United with Continental Airlines
and American Airlines with U.S. Airways.

Nelson, who is known as a high-profile, action-oriented leader, has been in the forefront of pushing for a
merger of the two big flight attendant unions for the past couple of years, sources said. In a video Nelson
posted to YouTube early in 2017, she talked then of the possibility of AFA and APFA joining forces. She
noted at the time it would take all flight attendants “working together to defend our careers.” Nelson became
the international president of AFA in 2014, and was enthusiastically re-elected to the job for another four-
year term earlier this year.

The job of flight attendant has taken on added stress and difficulty in recent years as airlines have merged.
Carriers such as United and American now fly increasingly packed airplanes even as they push for ever-
greater efficiencies from employees and fatter bottom lines.

Nelson’s urge to merge has been gathering more support within the ranks of American Airlines flight
attendants in recent months as FAs at the world’s largest airline have grown increasingly agitated about
various issues, including Twin Hill uniforms still in the workplace that many believe to be toxic and a new
attendance policy instituted on Oct. 1 that AA flight attendant veterans believe is unnecessarily punitive.

Nelson, perhaps sensing the time is right to finally get a merger done, has been communicating directly with
various AA flight attendants in recent days. In one message from Nelson to an AA flight attendant that was
obtained by the Chicago Business Journal, Nelson wrote: “We need to build power by joining together. It’s
important to recognize there are many hardworking activists at APFA who want good representation for
flight attendants. The only way to build the power and resources necessary to take on a merged industry is to
join together.”

According to sources, the board of directors at APFA first would have to greenlight talks with
representatives from AFA for any merger to happen. That has not yet happened, according to sources.

Late Tuesday, October 23, APFA leader Lori Bassani in an interview said of the possible merger: "There are
no talks happening now and none on our radar screen." Bassani, however, predicted all flight attendant
unions would come together in what she called "a coalition" to effect change in the flight attendant
profession.

Ex- Unlted Employee Headed to Prison for Stealing
e A United employee was fired two years ago but kept his uniform and airline ID.
He spent over a year logging into United terminals inside airports around the
country and printing meal vouchers. A lot of them. He created tens of thousands
of meal vouchers, intended for distressed passengers, worth $20 — $30 each. He
e wasn’t really hungry, and he didn’t order up a ton of food using OTG iPads.
{ Instead he turned them into cash, redeeming the vouchers “through a food truck
company that he owned” for a total of $559,345.67.

The scam involved printed vouchers at airports in Boston, Miami, Peoria, Milwaukee, and Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania. He was caught when airport security at the Peoria airport noticed “an unauthorized man using
one of the computer terminals at the United Airlines ticket counter.” When confronted he claimed to work
for United in IT. Lesson: at small stations everyone knows everyone.

The 37-year-old entered a guilty plea and will serve 33 months for bank fraud and has to pay United back the
money he stole.
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Airbus ready to begln construction of new US production facility

s Airbus named HPM as its program manager for planning, design and
construction of its new A220 assembly line in Mobile, AL. In this role,

41 HPM will be responsible for managing all aspects of the design and
construction of the new facility, as well as expansion of Airbus’ current
facilities to accommodate increased A320 family production on the site.

As program managers, HPM’s responsibilities include procurement of

- construction service providers and supplies in collaboration with the Mobile
s Airport Authority and Airbus. Construction on facilities to accommodate

A320 expansion and new A220 production has begun, and construction for a main A220 flow line building is

expected to begin next year.

HPM currently has offices in Birmingham, Huntsville, Auburn and Mobile, AL.; Atlanta, GA; Dallas, TX;
and Tampa, FL. The company’s history with Airbus in Mobile dates back to the completion of the Airbus
Engineering Center in 2007 and its role as program manager for the A320 Family production facility, which
was completed in 2015. In addition, HPM currently serves as the owner’s representative for Airbus
Helicopters in Grand Prairie, Texas.

On July 1, 2018, the partnership between Airbus and Bombardier to build A220 aircraft was finalized. The
A220 production facility will be located at the Brookley Aeroplex in Mobile, Alabama, adjacent to Airbus’
A320 Family production lines and will build aircraft for U.S.-based customers. The assembly line, which
will create more jobs and further strengthen the aerospace industry, is part of Airbus’ strategy to enhance its
global competitiveness by meeting the growing needs of its customers in the United States and elsewhere.

A220 aircraft assembly is planned to start in 2019, using a combination of the existing and expanded Airbus
facilities at Brookley to enable the first A220 delivery from Mobile to take place in 2020. A permanent
production process will be established upon completion of an A220 final assembly line building in 2020.

Chlna and Russia to take on Boeing and Airbus with new wide-body jet

oF Russia’s United Aircraft Corporation (UAC) has revealed a prototype of a wide-
M body long-haul airplane that has been developed in cooperation with the
Commercial Aircraft Corporation of China, a state-owned aerospace
manufacturer.

A model of the CR929, a jointly designed jet, was demonstrated at the opening of
China’s largest airshow, which began in the coastal city of Zhuhai on November 6
and is set to last until the end of the week. The plane, which is set to make its
maiden flight in 2023, is expected to eventually compete with the Airbus A350 and the Boeing 787. “Our
program is making progress and is on schedule,” UAC President Yury Slyusar said, as quoted by CNBC. “It
is currently in the preliminary design phase and we are also in the supplier and equipment selection phase,
which will finish by the end of 2019.”

The prototype fuselage, which was 22 meters long, 6.5 meters tall and 5.9 meters wide, revealed a spacious
interior with nine-abreast basic seating in economy class. The salon is equipped with two rows of first-class
seats, three rows of business-class seats, and four rows of economy-class seats. The CR929’s cockpit is
equipped with dummy instruments, as the actual systems are yet to be chosen.

The basic version CR929-600 is projected to carry 280 passengers over a distance of up to 7,500 miles. The
aircraft family will reportedly include a modification with an extended fuselage (CR929-700) and a
shortened fuselage (CR929-500). The aircraft length will be 63.25 meters, with a wingspan of 58-61 meters
and height of 17.9 meters.

The partners announced plans to work on a wide-body jet program four years ago. The joint venture, dubbed
the China-Russia Commercial Aircraft International Corporation (CRAIC), was formed in 2017. The $20-
billion program has reportedly sought proposals for the plane’s engine and landing gear.

The engineering center for the development of the aircraft will be located in Russia, according to the chief
designer of the CR929 program from the Russian side, Maxim Litvinov.
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Southwest Airlines will Start Flying to Hawaii
By Hugo Martin/Los Angeles Times
Southwest Airlines, the nation’s most popular domestic carrier, plans to begin selling
tickets to Hawaii as soon as the end of this year, with flights taking off next year. That
> was one of the takeaways from a conference call between executives of the Dallas-
SOUTHWEST based airline and analysts during a discussion of third-quarter earnings.

AIRLINES During the Thursday call, analysts were anxious to get details about the timing of ticket
sales to the Aloha State by the low-cost carrier. For good reason: The more competition on a route, the lower
airfares will drop. “Our goal continues still to be to sell tickets at the end of this year and operate flights early
next year,” said Michael G. Van de Ven, chief operating officer at Southwest Airlines.

The delay has to do with a certificate needed from the Federal Aviation Administration called ETOPS, which
stands for Extended-range Twin-engine Operational Performance Standards. Planes that are ETOPS certified
are tested to operate safely for extended periods of time — at least 60 minutes — away from an airfield or
airport even after an engine failure. Flights from California to Hawaii can take up to six hours. Van de Ven
said the review process began about 12 months ago, when Southwest Airlines announced its plans to fly to
Hawaii, and the FAA process typically takes between 12 and 18 months to complete.

Southwest Airlines has said that it plans to fly to four airports in Hawaii from Oakland Metropolitan Airport,
San Diego International Airport, Mineta San Jose International Airport and Sacramento International
Airport. Flights from Los Angeles International Airport may be added later, airline officials said.

The United Kingdom's First Spaceport
By Stuart Clarke
If you were asked to think of the ideal site for launching rockets into space, chances are your first thought
- would be of Cape Canaveral in Florida, where NASA’s famous moonshots

egan their epic journeys. Or possibly the similarly historic Russian site in
Baikonur, Kazakhstan, where the launch of the world’s first artificial satellite
Sputnik 1 kick-started the space race and cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin blasted off to
=% become the first human being in space. But chances are that Sutherland, a
& remote, rural county on the coast of northern Scotland, would be pretty far from
your mind. But that is exactly the spot that the UK Space Agency (UKSA) has
chosen to build the UK’s first vertical-launch spaceport.

Look beyond first impressions, however, and it turns out Northern Scotland is actually a near-perfect
location to build a spaceport. And being in the north it is ideally placed for launching satellites into polar
orbit — an increasingly popular practice as this allows satellites to synchronise their orbits with the Sun so
that the amount of shadows in any images they take are significantly reduced. Also, the Sutherland site has
the added benefit that any rockets launched there would be able to fly T NOT SUPPOSER TO TR VU
stralght over the sea rather than over populated areas where they may THIS, BUT YOU ARE GOING TO
potentially cause problems.

LOSE AN ENGINE DURING TAKE OFF...
The idea of placing a spaceport in Scotland dates back at least 15 years
when it was suggested that the decommissioned Dounreay nuclear
power plant in neighbouring Caithness would make the ideal location
for a rocket launch pad. Plans for a Scottish spaceport were revived
again in 2014 when the UKSA suggested the slightly altered location of
the A’Mhoine peninsula, in Sutherland. But it wasn’t until July this
year that Business Secretary Greg Clark, announced that the
government was stumping up £2.5 million to make the plans a reality.

If all goes to plan, Roy Kirk from Highlands and Islands Enterprise,
who is leading the project, says the first launch from British soil will
take place sometime in 2021. Early estimates suggest that the site will
initially see somewhere between five to 10 launches a year but after
that, it’s anyone’s guess. The UKSA has big plans for the site and
hopes to secure a large chunk of the global space market by targeting
an emerging technology: small satellites.
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Air Force Considering Rocket Launches to Move Cargo Around the Globe
By Joe Pappalardo
The United States already uses its unmatched fleet of cargo planes to project its
influence and move its forces across the globe. But what if they did the same
thing with rockets? Thanks to the emergence of the American private space
industry, the United States Air Force can consider a wild-sounding possibility:
rocket launches that blast cargo into space to land anywhere in the world
within half an hour.

Recently, at a military conference outside Dallas, Air Force officials confirmed
that the service has met with private space companies to discuss the possibility.
“They have talked about moving cargo in space, and we’ve sat down with
SpaceX and had that discussion,” Gen. Maryanne Miller, the commander of Air Force Material Command,
told reporters. Apparently sensing the joy she’d stirred in our hearts, she immediately added, “but it’s really
just discussion at this point.” She also pointed out that the Pentagon hasn’t yet put any money on the table.
“We won’t commit any resources,” she said. “But we’ve committed to work with them to see how quickly
they progress.”

With Blue Origin and Virgin Orbital also discussing the militarization of their suborbital launch hardware,
the possibility of this idea making it to reality is legitimate. And that’s exciting. Virgin head Richard
Branson even made an appearance at the conference. The argument for cargo delivery by space starts with
speed. A C-5 aircraft can carry 150 tons of supplies to the other side of the globe in ten hours, which is pretty
impressive. But a rocket could launch a capsule that delivers the same amount in half an hour. In cases of
extreme emergencies. For example, moving antidotes for toxic weapons, replacements for damaged gear, or
a fresh load of ammunition—speed equals saved lives and successful missions.

The U.S. Air Force already has the relevant experience. It manages not only satellite launches and orbital
traffic, but also the American arsenal of nuclear ICBMs. While you may not immediately think of them this
way, intercontinental ballistic missiles are spacecraft. They cruise along a ballistic trajectory higher than the
International Space Station that can drop them anywhere in the world in a half hour, and they can be
reprogrammed to hit new targets in minutes. So delivering supplies by rocket is actually just a small twist on
what the Air Force can do now—albeit without the nuclear warheads.

The cargo rockets would be larger than ICBMs to carry heavier loads. The Air Force has said the SpaceX
Big Falcon Rocket, currently in development, would be one option to replace a C-5 mission. In theory, the
U.S. could eventually create a network of prepositioned supplies at spaceports, ready for quick packaging
into a spacecratft.

As for recovery, the math of a ballistic launch can already place capsules and warheads with dependable
accuracy. The new craft would maneuver in atmosphere to make a pinpoint landing from space. This could
take the form of capsules fixed with flight control surfaces for precision glides or steerable parachutes for
more pinpoint landings.

While the cost of launching rockets is daunting, so is the cost of running fleets of sophisticated cargo planes.
With launch prices falling, particularly with air-launched rockets such as the ones Virgin offers, space
delivery could be an emergency option that pays off. Miller’s predecessor, Gen. Carlton Everhart, said
earlier this year that the cost estimates he had heard were in line with using and flying a C-5 Galaxy aircraft.

From Commercial to Military: The Pentagon traditionally issues its requirements for a system and then buys
the hardware from the private space industry as exclusive operators. This is a more off-the-shelf approach to
acquisition, one that leverages the creativity of the surging commercial launch industry to dominate space.

So if this doesn’t happen, we can take out our disappointment on private space company engineers.
Whatever future exists for these systems seems to rest in th