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0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔͻÓ ,ÅÔÔÅÒ 
By now we hope all Ruparians have received their 2016 edition of the RUPA directory.  As a reminder, this 

is for members only, so please respect the privacy of fellow members. 

Going into the first Quarter of 2016 we are pleased to announce RUPA is growing and very healthy 

financially.  With many new members and some past members rejoining.  We have added several new local 

lunch groups as well as a Facebook group that was recently approved by your Executive Committee. 

For those who enjoy social media, the new Facebook group 

(pictured right) is a place where members and interested 

parties may post pictures, articles or comments that might be 

of interest to fellow Ruparians.  As with the RUPANEWS, 

please no political or controversial posts. 

The page is listed as "Retired United Pilots Association" and 

is open to any retired, or active UAL pilots, and "pilot 

friendly," UAL Flight Attendants.  Our hope is this will give 

more exposure to our Association and encourage more of our 

brothers and sisters to join RUPA. 

We are also pleased to announce a new RUPA Membership Chairman, Capt. Larry Wyman (SFO Retired).  

Thank you Larry for stepping up and volunteering to take on this important task and relieving our former 

chairman and now VP, Capt. Bob Engelman. 

Welcome to RUPA, our newest members: 

Virginia Dunn "Ginger" Allison (DCA active) Annapolis, MD, Capt. in Shawn A Bickford (SFO active) 

Auburn, CA, Capt. James R. "JR" Chatfield (SFO) Austin, TX, Capt. Joseph "Joe" Doniach (SFO active) 

Palo Alto, CA, Capt. William "Bill" Gander (EWR) Ponte Vedra, FL, Capt. William P. Hale (ORD) Lake 

Geneva, IL, Capt. Robert Boyd Hamilton II (EWR) Gaylordsville, CT, Capt. Wendell E. Jelm  (ORD) 

Chicago, IL, Capt. Roger L. Moore (ORD) Louisville, KY, Capt. Roger Odiorne (SFO active) Coronado, 

CA, Capt. George R. Rayl (EWR) Grand Junction, CO, Capt. Greg L. Reinhardt, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA, 

Capt. H W "Bill" Shepherd, Jr. (SFO PAA) Reno, NV, Capt. Myron C Swenson (ORD) Onalaska, WI, Capt. 

Mark S Swint (ORD) Henderson, NV, Capt. David Locke Webster IV (SFO) Issaquah, WA, Capt. Paul R. 

Whiteford (ORD) Hobe Sound, FL. 

Welcome back to RUPA: 

Capt. Allan Benson (SFO) Santa Rosa ,CA, Capt. Kenneth H. Roberts (JFK) Newton, NJ 

Until the March edition all the best.  Regards, Cort  
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6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔͻÓ ,ÅÔÔÅÒ 
Another month has flown by.  Actually, it's two months, since there was no News Issue in January when the 

new 2016 Directory was sent out.  I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season. This was the first one 

for me and Diana with only one of our two kids home.  Our daughter graduated from college last May and 

now lives in North Hollywood, CA, trying to break into the movie/TV industry.  I don't think I'll be able to 

removed her from the payroll for a while, but she's following her dream, just as many of us did when we 

started flying. 

This is probably a good place to bring up the change to CVS/Caremark for prescriptions for those who have 

Aetna medical plans through United.  I received a letter from United about the switch in December, and it 

said we'd receive a package in early January.  I did receive ID cards from CVS/Caremark last week, and I 

had to call to request two for my kids, and I got them today, January 15th.  One nice thing is that even 

though my wife and kids have a different Aetna ID number, we're all on the same one for CVS/Caremark. 

You' d think they'd automatically send four, however, since I have four people covered.  Of course, I had to 

do the same with Aetna, who also sent only two cards.  I called to order two more and was told that they only 

send a maximum of three.  I pay over $400 a month just for my wife and kids, and they can only send me 

two cards for the three of them?  WTF? 

Meanwhile, I got a call from RUPA member Tom Losasso about a CVS/Caremark problem. Rather than 

trying to paraphrase our conversation, the following is an email Tom sent us, used with his permission: 

ñGentlemen, I am writing this merely to inform you of the problems that I have experienced with the 

transition from Express Scripts to CVS Caremark.  I am not asking for assistance, as I have been in touch 

with CVS and United Benefits on several occasions. 

My wife takes a specialty (expensive, restricted) medication for her Multiple Myeloma, a form of blood 

cancer.  She has been taking this medication for several years and her Myeloma is currently in remission.  

The co pay for this medication has been $49.33 / month through Accredo, which is a specialty pharmacy of 

Express Scripts. 

I received a letter from CVS Specialty saying that her prescription would be handled by them and that "no 

action was required," by me.  this couldn't be further from the actual experience.  The prescription has to be 

filled on a monthly basis with an interview from a nurse and a pharmacist each time before filling.  The 

medication is taken on a three week on, one week off regimen.  Because I had not heard from CVS last week, 

and my wife was on the last week of her current regimen, I began calling CVS to alert them of the 

requirement of needing the medication by the 19th of January.  I basically got nowhere.  CVS said that they 

had not received a complete listing of covered people, but it should be arriving this week.  I have not, at this 

point, received a card from CVS, and my AETNA card has no medication information on the back as it did 

when Express Scripts was the carrier. 

The nurse from the Doctor called this morning saying that the specialty pharmacy from CVS had denied 

coverage, but the Doctor had to complete some more forms and FAX them back.  I called CVS and was told 

that the medication would be covered by another specialty pharmacy, the co-pay would be $2000.00 plus, 

but if I made less than $100,000 / year, Celgene (manufacturer) would assist with the cost.  I called United 

Benefits and after some explanation of my dilemma, was transferred to an Advocacy department and an 

account was started.  I should hear from them no later than the close of business tomorrow, the 14th of 

January. 

I hope that this an isolated incident, and not one that any person requiring restricted, specialty medication 

has to get resolved on their own.  I am still relatively able to handle these situations, but I am sure there are 

members who have a great deal of difficulty dealing with these sorts of complications.  Tom Losasso 

HNLFOò 

Tom updated me the next dayé"Bob, 

To keep you up to date, United Benefits assigned an advocate to check on and hopefully resolve the co-pay 

issue I wrote about yesterday.  I received a phone call this morning saying that the co-pay would remain the 
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same as it was with Express Scripts.  Good news and quick resolution by United Benefits.  As an aside at 

least one other person had the same problem to be resolved. 

Still no card and am not sure how regular prescriptions will be handled, but will wait a few days to see if the 

promised card does arrive.  Tom Losasso"ô 

And then todayé"Bob, 

That was yesterday, Thursday.  Today I received a call from CVS Specialty and was given the same co-pay 

amount as indicated in the earlier email, $2000.+.  I called United Benefits (Hewitt) and talked, again, to my 

advocate who said she would follow up with her contact at CVS Specialty.  Two hours have passed and have 

not heard from CVS.  My wife requires the special meds on this coming Tuesday.  They can ship it overnight, 

if this co-pay gets resolved.  The advocate says that it appears that CVS is having problems with specialty 

medications and the co-pay and seems that they have to treat each case on an individual basis. 

I'll keep you updated if you are interested.  Tom Losasso" 

 

4ÈÅ &!4 &ÌÙÅÒÓ ɉ$ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒɊ 250! ,ÕÎÃÈÅÏÎ 

The FAT Flyers met for breakfast on Friday morning, Dec. 11.  Our group has picked up two new members -  

Errol Mullins, retired United, and Mark Cannon, private pilot, ace mechanic and friend from Clovis Rotary.    

A reminder that our group is not exclusively United retirees, but rather a group of Old Aviators, including 

current and retired United and Continental pilots, and other aviators of ñgood cheerò as weôd say in QBôs.  A 

little history in the photo:  the day we met, Dec 11th, was my 71st birthday.  It was also the 71st anniversary 

of Wayne Thompsonôs first of 30 missions over Germany as a radar bombardier in B-17s.  Then a young and 

healthy 21-year-old, Wayne is now a young and healthy 92-year-old. 

Since I first shared my contact info via a RUPA post, I received two incredible phone calls.  One from Art 

Littlefield who was hired in 1942 and fondly remembers my dad, Ed Nibur, as his ñtraining copilot.ò  In 

those days they used experienced guys on the line to give training to the new hires.  (My dad was hired in 

1940 with 10,000 hours and a brand new instrument rating!)  We had a great time talking about the old days, 

memories I recall from my childhood.  I also heard from Oak Porter who I flew with in my days as a B-737 

S/O.  Fun memories. 

Pictured clockwise from the left:  Wayne Thompson, yours truly Paul Nibur, Mark Cannon, Errol Mullins, 

Randy Bushore, Stan Rosenthal, Scott Gjerman and Richard Jordon.  Paul Nibur  

4ÈÅ &!4 &ÌÙÅÒÓ ɉ*ÁÎÕÁÒÙɊ 250! ,ÕÎÃÈÅÏÎ 

The FAT Flyers met for breakfast on Jan 9th.  Weôre showing our age ï only 3 showed up.  One called in and 

claimed he overslept, another called in and said some ñstuffò came up last minute.  One guy had his PC at 

TK.  But we had a nice visit with just the 3 of us!  Paul Nibur  
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The ñJack Webb Special.ò  A United crew welcomes Jack 

and wife Mary Webb aboard at the start of a 27,000-mile 

tour promoting ñPete Kellyôs Blues.ò  The Webbs covered 

31 cities in 38 days.  In the photo are Mary & Jack Webb, 

First Officer Bob Elliott, Captain Don Smith, Stewardesses 

Phyllis Blundell & Mary OôConnor and Chief Passenger 

Agent Ward Dietrich. 

 

Jimmy ñthe Schnozzò Durante was greeted with an ñAlohaò 

by Stewardesses Debbie Rierson (left) & Jackie Dutcher at New York International Airport. 

Other ñfamous flyersò of United Airlines in 1955 were Victor Borge and two ñfriendsò arriving in Denver; 

Desi Arnaz & ñLucyò arrived in Merced.  United Stewardess Jane Boran welcomed Tyrone Power aboard in 

New York after he completed Central Park scenes in the ñEddie Duchin Story.ò  Marilyn Monroe enplaned 

at New York for a flight to Bement, IL for a Centennial celebration.  Jane Russell & Jeanne Crain were in 

New York to begin appearances promoting ñGentlemen Marry Brunettes.ò  Jack Misselhorn, United District 

Sales Manager - NY, presented 100,000 mile plaques to the McGuire Sisters.  United also flew eleven 

ñHollywooditesò and producer Paul Gregory to Des Moines for the premiere of ñNight of the Hunter.ò 

By Marvin Berryman DENTK A/V Retired - Excerpted from the October 1955 ñUnited Air Lines News.ò 

Please mail your tax-deductible $ contributions and donations of United & Continental Memorabilia & 

Artifacts to: UAHF, Tom Goodyear, 7401 Martin Luther King Blvd., Denver, CO 80207. Visit our website 

at www.uahf.org 



7 February 2016 RUPANEWS 

 

 

4ÈÅ )ÎÔÒÅÐÉÄ !ÖÉÁÔÏÒÓ ÏÆ 3ÏÕÔÈ /ÒÅÇÏÎ ɉ.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒɊ 250! ,ÕÎÃÈÅÏÎ 
November arrives and our group once again gathers at the Pony Espresso in Jacksonville. Once again I had 
to miss as Iôm dealing with the recent retinal surgery.  But, thanks to Harvey, hereôs the smiling       faces. 

From the left,  Scot Lee, Banjo Bob Keasbey, behind, Michael Bennett (enjoy your winter digs in Florida 
Michael...we look forward to seeing you once again come spring), Harvey Saylor, Jim Jaeger, Leeann and 
Steve Fusco and last but not the least Dan Kurtz, he of the very large Angus bull fame. 
I hope that the Holidays were good for all our United family. See ya all next month, Bob  

4ÈÅ )ÎÔÒÅÐÉÄ !ÖÉÁÔÏÒÓ ÏÆ 3ÏÕÔÈ /ÒÅÇÏÎ ɉ$ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒɊ 250! ,ÕÎÃÈÅÏÎ 
Not sure how many of the group would venture out given the weather but a good group.....but then, how can 
it be otherwise?  Warm weather has beckoned some too far places such as Harvey Saylor as he enjoys the 
condo on Kauai, Bill Monfort and Michael Benett catching the rays at their Florida digs.  Ah, but the hardy 
group remaining. Bugs and sniffles caused some to pass but a good group came.  And, best of all, a great 
grandchild who is absolutely delightful and.....a major cookie monster.  She, the great granddaughter of Bud 
and Mary Berlingheri. 

The Pony was busy, but we caught a fellow waiting in line and pressed him into photo duty for the day. The 
result, seated from the left: Cheryl Jaeger, Leeann Fusco, Mary and Bud Berlingheri and to Budôs left their 
granddaughter and great granddaughter, Jim Jaeger and Steve Fusco.  Standing: Bob Niccolls and Scot Lee. 
Scot drove the hour plus coming up over the high pass on I-5, which demonstrates pure dedication!  (I know, 
all you in Colorado might argue on that óhigh passô idea, but you get the idea) 

From the Rogue Valley we send the very best wishes for a wonderful new year to our brothers and sister in 

RUPA land. Cheers, Bob  
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3Ȣ%Ȣ &ÌÏÒÉÄÁ 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅ #ÏÁÓÔ 3ÕÎÂÉÒÄÓ ɉ$ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒɊ 250! ,ÕÎÃÈÅÏÎ 
Our last RUPA Luncheon for 2015 was held on Tuesday, Dec. 8th at Spoto's, a terrific water front Restaurant 

in Stuart, just East of the Roosevelt Bridge.  As usual in December (and February as well for Valentine's 

Day) we wanted to make our Luncheon SPECIAL (and UPSCALE as well) in honor of the CHRISTmas 

Season and the fact that our wives or lady friends were invited to join us.  We had our own Private Room and 

I'm sure that we'll be returning there in the future.  The food and service was OUTSTANDING in every way.  

Everyone left FULL and Pleased!!!        

Seated (Left to Right): Linda Collins, Barbara Duplisea, Lulu Cole, Hellevi Osinski, Laura Jane 

Jefferson, 

JoAnn Pinter, Ellie Hoyt and Zsuzsa Starita mostly cut out of the picture. 

Standing (Left to Right): Bob Langevin, Dick Baese, Denny Keast, Connie and Jim Dowd, Skip 

LaRocque, 

Bill Cole, Ted Osinski, Don Jefferson, John Pinter, Dave Hoyt and Dick Starita. 

As per the usual, in January, we will be returning to our normal location, which is Shrimper's.....which our 

members love as well. A 'phantastick' (primarily) seafood Restaurant that sits on Manatee Pocket which has 

just about the most beautiful Water and Yacht view that you could ever imagine.  Maybe some of our 

Northern members will have returned by that time and will join us once again (and who knows, maybe a few 

of our FLL/Pompano friends will come up for the occasion as well.        

We took advantage of this rare opportunity to go around the entire table to give each RUPA member an 

opportunity to introduce himself and wife or lady friend and to say a little bit about themselves and their 

background, etc..  THIS TURNED OUT TO BE VERY POPULAR with those who attended and I'm sure 

that we'll be doing it again in the future. 

Those who attended were: Ted & Hellevi Osinski, Bill & Lulu Cole, Dave & Ellie Hoyt, John & JoAnn 

Pinter, Dick Baese and his friend Linda, Skip LaRocque and his friend Barbara Duplisea, Don & Laura Jane 

Jefferson, Denny Keast, Jim & Connie Dowd, Dick & Zsuzsa Starita and myself, Bob Langevin. 

As I mentioned above, our FIRST 2016 Luncheon will be on the 12th at Shrimper's.  If any of our RUPA 

Members are traveling in or around the Stuart, FL area around that time, we'd love to have you join us. 

I hope all of you and your families had a Merry CHRISTmas along with a Joyous, and SAFE Holiday 

Season and wish you a Happy and Healthy New Year too!!!         

Cheers and Best Regards, Bob Langevin  

3Ȣ%Ȣ &ÌÏÒÉÄÁ 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅ #ÏÁÓÔ 3ÕÎÂÉÒÄÓ ɉ*ÁÎÕÁÒÙɊ 250! ,ÕÎÃÈÅÏÎ 

What a GR8 way to start off 2016!!!  Our 1st Luncheon of the New Year (at Shrimper's of course) was 

phantastick, although we did eat inside to be on the safe side.  The skies were cloudy, the air a bit chilly and 

it was quite 'breezy' as well.          The WX conditions actually improved during the course of our 

Lunch........but we did the right thing and ALL went well.  We had 14 in attendance and I don't think that 


