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E-mail: rupa.sectr@yahoo.com

Change your mailing address for any reason, permanent or temporary, advise RUPA at the
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DO NOT forget to fill out the Post Office mail forwarding postcard!!
The P.O. will only forward the i N E W#060 days, so tell everybody!
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

Happy Thanksgiving! It is hard to believe another year is nearly gone! For those of you traveling for the
holidays may you find open seats, clear skies, and tail winds!

The latest direct information from the company about our retiree IDs is the procedure is planned to be
activated in the *lquarter of 2012. Designated cities will be authorized to issue the IDs for a fee. Standby
for details as those issues are finalized and released by the company. Check our website for the latest
information as we receive the details.

Travel pass policy activatiomaybe delayed to March*12012. Apparently the company has many details

to address and organizational procedures to complete. When we have a definitive answer from the compa
we will post it on our website.

You have probably noticed there are more pictures being included in our magazine from the various local
RUPA groups keep them coming! Seeing familiar faces is a great connection!

October 2013 will be the 80Anniversary of RUPA! We are discussing the possibility of a RUPA
convention to celebrate not only that significant anniversary but also the opportunity to continue the face to

face camaraderie of our association. We have t
will be retiring. This convention will be an alternate year from our planned cruises.
We are finalizing our first ever RUPA brochure!

retirement packages and available for various meetings, conventions, and other opportunitighamkbig
youto Vice President Jon Rowbottom for coordinating the details and the final draft!

| hope you all have a very Happy Thanksgivirfyllis

LOS ANGELES RUPA HOLIDAY LUNCHEON

You are invited to the annual Holiday luncheon at the Hacienda Hotel on December 8th.
There will be a no host bar at 1100 followed by a buffet at about noon.
The hotel is located at 525 North Sepulveda Blvd. in El Segundo which is i mile south of LAX.

The price is $27.00 per person payable in advance. Please make the checks payable to me,
Rex May.

DO NOT MAKE OUT CHECKS TO RUPA, PLEASE.
My mailing address is 6677 Vista Del Mar, Playa Del Rey, CA 90293-7545.
| have to pay in advance so | need your checks by December 3rd.

All RUPA members, active pilots, former or active flight office personnel former or active flight
attendants, widows, widowers spouses and friends are invited.

We are again extending an invitation to Clipped Wings AFA Retired.

Do not send money here, letters only, please
RUPANEWSEditor --- Cleve Spring---E-mail: rupaed@gmail.com
or
Cleve Spring 1104 Burke Lane, Foster City, CA 943636
Telephone: (650)348590

Address changes, Dues, Snowbirds & Others:
The Post Office will forward thRUPANEWSor only 60 days. We can keep two addresses in the database [for
each member. If you want your address changed, just let us know by one of the following methods:

RUPA, PO Box 400, Vineburg, CA 954804000 or & E-mail: rupa.sectr@yahoo.com
Check your RUPA Directory to make sure we have the correct information
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ABOUT THE COVER
Another great cover picture taken by Bob Burns of NASA. It was taken at the Oshkosh Air Show this year.
It is the American Airways Stinson SBD00B Airliner NC11153.
The following was researched and written by Greg Herrick Jackson, WY

It was Century Airlines, which merged into American,
that our airplane, N@1153, worked for. In fact, NC
11153 is today the oldest surviving American Airlines
airliner.

Indeed, Stinson truly deserves accolades for their pio
neering role in the development of the commercial air
liner, particularly in the 1920's and 1930's. This aircr
a Stinson SM6000B, a/k/a Stinson Model "T", NC

11153, S/N 5021, exemplifies the role Stinson played .,
this important early stage. =

NC-11153 was manufactured in early 1931. It was sc AR,
from the Stinson factory to Century Airlines, Inc. of CHEl e
cago on March 10, 1931. This is the month that Cent - .l
Airlines began flying offering three daily round trips be ‘
tween Chicago, Detroit, St. Louis via Springfield and
four daily round trips between Chicago and Clevelancig
via Toledo. Sample fares were $15.95 to St. Louis ar §
$13.95 to Cleveland. On opening day the airline fillec

163 seats out of 180 available. Certainly some of tho = : _‘., e l
passengers flew on this very airplane nearly seventy = 242 e

N g W

settled down to 80%, a very respectable number everfig h
day and certainly so given the exdepening depressiof . ’
at the time. A report from the times states that "in the

first six months of operation Century had carried 40,213 revenue passengers over 1,223,828 miles without
single injury to passengers or pilots."

On April 4, 1932, NG11153 was sold to a new owner American Airways, Inc. The paint scheme, or airline
"livery" you see the airplane in now is exactly that of when it was in service with American. While in ser-
vice with American the aircraft was variously equipped to carry both mail and passengers or one or the othe
It sported the very latest in avionics and equipment. An official equipment listing of the time includes the
following: Two anti drag engine cowls, three electric starters, two landing lights, twentimeée flares, a
two-way radio, one heater, a toilet, a water container, first aid kit, tool kit, two extra 20 gallon fuel tanks (in
addition to the original 120 gallon), two mail and baggage compartments, necessary standard and blind fly-
ing instruments. This baby was loaded!

Today, NG11153 is the oldest surviving American Airlines airliner. In 1983 American leased the plane
from its owners, anointed "Flagship Texas", and took it on a publicity tour of all of American's bases in the
United States. The purpose of the tour was to showcase American's growth sih&&38Girst "flew the

line" and to exhibit for employees a part of the airline's history dating back to its very early years.

In late 1934, N€11153 was sold to Chicago and Southern Airlines of Memphis, Tennessee. C&S had just
changed its name from Pacific Seaboard Airlines after winning the Chicago to New Orleans mail and passe!
ger route. NEL11153 no doubt saw a great deal of that territory slide under its wings! After WWII service
was extended and even included a route to the Caribbean; in 1953 Chicago and Southern merged with Del

As noted below, the fourth airline to fly NC1153 was Chesapeake Airways which began in 1946 as a ser-
vice connecting the Eastern and Western portions of Maryland across Chesapeake Bay. Based at Lee Ann

years ago! The Century Airlines "load factor" eventuagire s il
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polis Airport, Edgewater, Maryland, Chesapeake was owned by Carl F. Eck and Eugene C. Marlin of Arling-
ton, Virginia.

In 1936, perhaps reflecting the financial turmoil of the time; N@53 went back and forth between a group

of owners including St. Louis Flying Service d.b.a. Monarch Air Service, Michael Hanratty, Harold W.

Trott, R.M. Kierman and P.N. O'Carroll. Finally in December of 1943 the plane was sold to Mr: J.M.R. Ly-
eth, Jr. of Youngstown, Ohio. In February of 1945 Chesapeake Airline, Inc. purchased the airplane. Harold
W. Major, Salina, Kansas (and later from Boise, Idaho) purchased it from Chesapeake in August of 1946. |
1951 John W. Davis of Colusa, California bought it and took it to California. Davis kept the airplane until
October of 1963 when it was sold to LeMasB&enn Aerial Spraying in Ottawa, Kansas. In 1964 they sold

it to R.P. Rice of Missouri who, in 1972, sold it to Davu Aviation/Wings of Yesterday of Florida and New
Mexico. In 1981it was sold to Gary Norton in Athol, Idaho. Evergreen Ventures, McMinville, Oregon
(owners of the Spruce Goose) bought it from Gary Norton in 1990. And finally Greg Herrick's Yellowstone
Aviation, Jackson, Wyoming purchased it from Evergreen in 1996.

In 1952 John Davis of California replaced the original Lycomirg8R0 engines of 215 h.p. with Lycoming

8680 E313 supercharged engines of 300 h.p. with constant speed propellers. In 1955 the plane was
"metalized" which means its entire fabric covering was removed and replaced with aluminum, the original
passenger door was removed and large cargo doors were installed. At this time the airplane had flown 7,3%
hours since new.

The process of "metalizing" the airplane is one that we find somewhat difficult to understand today but it
clearly made sense when it was all the rage back in the 1950's. That was really before the advent of the an
tique airplane preservation movement (which really began to come together with Bob Taylor's Antique Air-
plane Association founding in 1953). By the early '50's linen fabric covering for airplanes, particularly the
larger transport type planes, had been replaced by aluminum. The aluminum was much more durable and
unlike cotton, it didn't have to be replaced evetyO5years. It was also the "in" thing to do after all, who
wanted to be seen flying around in one of those tube and fabric airplanes!

The plane was then placed in the Restricted category for "agricultural work™ and began its life as a big old
utility hack. Inthe early 1960": NC1153 was even oultfitted as a spray plane with booms, pumps and fit-
tings removed from Ford Frnotor N8407, which had been used for the same purpose. A large tank was
installed "using the original cargo tiedown rings". The booms, extending out under the wings must have
been quite a site!

In 1965, RP. Rice began the process of convertinglN{53 back to standard category desiring the recertifi-
cation. According to the FAA files, he desired recertification of the aircraft so that it could be used at public
functions to demonstrate the progress of transport aircraft. It is the last aircraft of the type in existence; it
should be preserved in airworthy condition. Indeed it should! The aircraft was returned to the "Standard
Normal" category in May of 1965.

After this, the aircraft still in its metalized covering and with its huge cargo doors, was spruced up and barn-
stormed around the United States giving rides and joy to all who flew in her. After barnstorming came Gary
Norton and a big American Airlines tour of the US. When Greg Herrick founrd NG3 it was stored out-

side in Evergreen's Tucson storage yard where it had been kept for a number of years, somewhat forlorn,
dirty and dusty and definitely due for a complete restoration!

|l tds time to update your

You have until December 15th to get any changes you want made to the
RUPA database that will be used in the 2012 RUPA Directory.

Every year after the Directory comes out members contact Leon and tell
him that some part of the information in the Directory is not correct.
Contact Leon now with any changes you want made.
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DANA POINT RUPA LUNCHEON
Fine day in the Harbor for our Lunch Group. The Harbor was clear of cloud but there was a fog bank hang-
ing just outside of the break wall, which threat
remained clear and sunny. The deck was quite pleasant for our group. On Deck were: Park Ames, Bruce
Dunkle, Bob Fuhrmann, John Grant, Jack Healy, Rick Hoefer, Al Pregler, Bill Rollins, Ted Simmons and
Bill Stewart. Bob McGowan checked in byniail. None of his car pool guys could make it for various rea-
sons. Good to see Jack Healy one of our oldest members. His Hire date shows as June 4, 1940 with retire
ment of March 1980. Joe Udovvch sent am&l mentioning that he was taking a treatment up in Loma
Linda.

Lot of I-Pod talk and showing of pictures taken by several member. Jack said he needs to get one for him-
self!

Bruce brought his Book 6To Conquer the Airdé Whic
was before oOour time. o

Of interest in this vain was the Armyo&s entrance
mail flown from Belmont Park New York to Washington DC and at the same time have another Curtiss bi-
plane from a polo field in Washington DC. They planned a relay at Bustleton Field in Philadelphia. The
South bound out of NYC took off on time without minor hitches. But the North bound Curtis out of DC had
problems. The first of which was when the Jenny failed to start. After some time it was discovered by a me
chanic that the gas tank empty. President Wil sc
fortunately the novice pilot then took off, but in the wrong direction and about an hour later landed in a cow
pasture in Maryland.

Meeting ended with jokes, one of which came from none other than Park Ames, to wit..

This 90 year old guy married a 17 old high school girl. When asked what could the two of them have in
commoné fAwell, we areTedhoth Seniors. o Best to al

S.E. FLORIDA TREASURE COAST SUNBIRDS LUNCHEON

Roy Rogers, The Lone Ranger, Gene Autry and | could go on and on. What a pleasant and unexpected su
prise we (The Treasure Coast Sunbird RUPA Luncheon Group) got when we tried out another different Res
taurant in the Stuart area for our October luncheon. COWBOYS, that's right.......... here we are in (rather)
deep SE Florida and we end up having a 'hoot' of a time at Cowboys. Who would have thunk it? Not me,
that's for sure. As previously reported, while a goodly number of our Stuart RUPA guys are still up North,
(they should start coming back soon).....those of us who pretty much stay down here year round (somebody
got to do it) have been investigatin' some new restaurants to have our future lunches at during the 'Season’
Well, it looks like we might have found a very serious CONTENDER!

The menu had a ton of GR8 choices; | heard nothing but kudos from all the guys about how terrific the food
was. The service (provided by Energetic and Elegant EMILY) was outstanding and the GM (Fletcher) was
VERY attentive to our table and really 'worked the room' as they say. He spent a LOT of time with us, mak-
ing sure that we were happy and satisfied and told us all about the Cowboy's Frequent Customer Club whic
we all joined. | would be very remiss if | didn't mention our-Bander, Corrina. Oh yeah!! She saw to it

that our Adult Beverages (commonly referred to as 'AB's’) showed up on time, and often and | can assure
you (personal experience hereshe was very generous with her portions of The Malibu that she added to
the Coke Zero. Oh yeah, Jimmy Buffet is my new hero.............. thanks to Corrina. | just might have to go
back to Cowboys before (Nov. 8th) next monthdés r
not a mirage or an oasis in the middle of our South Florida Desert (not to be confused with The Everglades)

Anyway, after the calf roping contest was over (incidentally, won by Jack Boisseau)......... we had a terrific
time and it was unanimously agreed that we needed to return to the scene of the crime and come back to
Cowboys again next month, which we will do.

The Range Riders that attended were: Ted Osinski, Jack Boisseau, Dick Starita, Bill Northup, Paul Andes,
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John Pinter (welcome back John who Summers in Ohio and is a CLE Crazy), Don Jefferson and myself, Bo
Langevin.

So, meanwhile back at the Ranch, we'll be waiting for our Northern 'gauchos' to return to the Florida Pondel
0sa en mass starting later this month and in early November, in time for our next Luncheon on Nov. 8th.

If any of you Prospectors are roaming around the South Florida countryside on Nov. 8th, stop on in at Cow-
boys and join us for a good ole fashion feast at our new Chuck Wagon. We'd love to have you and you wor
be disappointed.

Y'all Come on down now, ya hear............. Sincemdy, Langevin

S.E. FLORIDA GOLDCOA ST LUNCHEON
The first meeting of the fall season was held on Thursday, the 13th of October in Pompano Beach. For the
October meeting we had a great turnout, as many of our members are still up North for the summer.

Since our last lunch in April, several members have passed on. Billy Moss was the last to leave us in Sep-
tember. What a colorful guy he was. We also lost Duane Harrison and Jimmy Carter after lengthy illnesses
In addition, Stan Blaschke is in a rehab facility in Plantation. Dick Bodner has had several health issues for
about a year now, but he came to our meeting with both his sons, Michael and Charles. It was great seeing
him and his family.

Present on October 13th were; Joe Jenkins, Ham Oldham, Murray Warren, Dave Dryer, Ralph Rodriguez,
Bill Garrett (recovering from driving his motorcycle off a cliff in Kentucky. He didn't look too good, but he
never looks all that great, Jim Morehead, Bob Beavis, Art Jackson, Ed Wheeler, Ralph Bartlett, Dick Bodnet
and sons Micheal(B747 Capt Extraordinaire), Charles Bodner from Costa Rica and me.

Our next get together will be at 11:30 on November 10th. | will be on the Panama Canal on that date, so |
will miss it.
See you in December, Jerry Bradley for Lyn Wordell and Ned Rankin.

HAWAI | AN ONO NENEOGS RUPA LUNCHEON
Aloha, The Oahu Ono Nene group met on Thursday, September 22, 2011, at Mid Pacific Country Club. It
was a typical Hawai i an day. Clear skies, bal my
we rounded the bend into Lanikai were spectacular.
A lively conversation about the adventures we had since our last get together ensued. There was a brief di:
cussion on the new pass policy. The general consensus was that only time will tell what effect it will have
on all of us.

We had a great lunch and enjoyed the camaraderie. In attendance were: David and Adele Crooks, Yuz anc
Yasuko Morita, Richard and Clarita Kaapuni, Larry and Diane Becker.

Pickles/Brian Crane

THE HOMAD MIND 15 | [FOR EVERY NEW THING| [ EARL, THE GARBAGE | [ THERE WENT MY
LIKE AN ATTIC,500. | | NoD CRAM IN THERE, SOCIAL SECIRITY

COMPANY CHANGED
T CAN ONLN HOLD SOMETHING ELSE HAS | | OUR TRASH AICK-LP
50 MUCH. A — T0 COME OUT. DAY FROM WEDNESDAY
| | omHuRem, ot
. . . » FORGET THAT,
& f“Jq

N\
y | (Y

© 2011 Brian Crane, dist. by Washington Post Writers Group,

plddescannc@abc&lobal‘net
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United Airlines Historical Foundation
"Preserve the Past, Inspire the Future"

During WWII 36 -2 wWeri g etdlbbrsne&é® dDWCer to the Govern
were soon paintedti meAlmedr fFobces fiwar

Late in 1941 the U.S. Airlines were warned by Edgar Gorrell, president of the Air Transport Association,
that i n the event efvewar btyh &y ewqwlve rinemeinttak &€n t h-
a plan for their waeffort. Gorrell wanted to be able to offer the plan to President Roosevelt thereby pre-
venting the complete seizure of the nationbs air
attack on Pear| Har bor, Gorrel]l and Gener al A Har
House. Gorrell and Arnold convinced F.D.R. that by following the airlines plan for an Air Transport Com-
mand they would be able to begin flight operations immediately, whereas a government seizure would take
weeks to organize.

In April 1942 following the Japanese naval movement into the Northern Pacific area, Gorrell asked Pat Pat-
terson to make a fisurvey flighto to Nome, Al aska
United pilots R.T. Freng, Bert Lott, R.J. Johnson, United weatherman Henry T. Harrison, SLC station man-
ager Ted Johnson and some expert communications technicians. This survey crew flew over 7,000 foot
mountain passes flanked by lofty peaks (including Mt. McKinley). While finding the available maps inade-
quate and landing fields few (and short) they discovered the radio navigation aids were better than expecte
As a result of this flight, United proposed an ATC route from Dayton, Ohio to Calgary to Whitehorse to Fair-
banks and Nome.

United ATC crews launched operations between Dayton and Alaska on May 15, 1942. The Japanese at-
tacked the Aleutian Islands of Attu and Kiskz on June 3, 1942. A second route between Ogden, Edmonton
and Alaska started in early June 1942. By-thide 41 planes flown by six airlines rushed troops and sup-
plies to Fairbanks and Anchorage using the most rapieatunnd schedules possible.

Marvin Berryman DENTK Ret. from United Air Lines Annual Reporkéigh HorizonsFrank J. Taylor.

Please mail your tageductible $ contributions and donationdJoiited & Continental Memorabilia & Ar-
tifacts to:UAHF, Tom Goodyear, 7401 Martin Luther King Blvd., Denver, CO 80207 www.uahf.org

| NEVER NEW THAT!
Q: Why do men's clothes have buttons on the right while women's clothes have buttons on the left?
A: When buttons were invented, they were very expensive and worn primarily by the rich. Since most peo-
ple are right-handed, it is easier to push buttons on the right through holes on the left. Because wealthy
women were dressed by maids, dressmakers put the buttons on the maid's right! And that's where
women's buttons have remained since.

8 November2011 RUPANEWS



