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The renewal date for dues is your birthday and is printed in the back cover address box.
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DO NOT forget to fill out the Post Office mail forwarding postcard!!
The P.O. will only forward the i N E W060 days, so tell everybody!
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

After another drive of 2,000 miles we arrived back in Maine on April 4th. It looked the same as when we
left, just a little less snow and not quite as cold. On the way home, we made a side trip through Pensacola
FL. We went to the Nat'l Air Museum at NAS Pensacola. If you have never been to this museum, it is
worth visiting. We did not have enough time to see everything. Hope to return next year. Even though I
spent a year and a half at NAS Pensacola for flight training in the sixties, nothing looked familiar. | was
really surprised when | saw a class of cadets walking to a class and they were accompanied by a wife
pushing a stroller. They were not even marching but strolling along like a gaggle of geese. Times sure ha
changed.

By now you have all become familiar with the new pass policy. From the comments coming across my
desk, it seems that UAL retirees are offended and the CAL retirees are dancing in the street. | also find it
offensive that we have been placed in a boarding priority below the employees. The vacation passes movs
us up to equal footing with the employees and boarding priority will be determined by length of service as
opposed to date of hire. We, meaning the Presidents of the retiree groups feel the 8 vacation one way pas
are not enough. We have sent a letter to WHQ requesting an increase of vacation passes to 16. We know
that there are many aspects of the policy that are objectionable, but we feel that addressing one issue at a
ti me wil |l be more effective than trying to chan
passes are a privilege and not a right, we feel the new policy is written in stone. We have over 7 months tc
break up that stone therefore your retiree pass policy committees will be working towards thrdrend.

FROM THE EDI TORO6S DESK

As Ron stated in his Presidentos |
been inundated with emails about this and you will find some of what |
have received in this issue. From some sources | have heard that it
doesnét seem as i f everything iIs

New subject: I 6m still getting di
your checks to our Sec/Treasurer, Leon Scarbrough. The address is listed
in the text box at the bottom of this page. When you send them to me |
just stick them in an envelope and send them to him.

Next subject: As most of you know, we do not print anything political in
theRUPANEWS If you include something in your letter that is political it

wi || be edited out. It doesndt m;
not be printed.

Last subject: As | said | ast month, wedre stil
readers would enjoy and also good color pictures of airline aircraft that we can put on the cover.
Cheerscleve

Do not send money here, letters only, please
RUPANEWSEditors--- Cleve Spring--E-mail: rupaed@gmail.com
or
Cleve Spring (RUPA) 1104 Burke Lane, Foster City, CA 943636
Telephone: (650)348590

Address changes, Dues, Snowbirds & Others:
The Post Office will forward thRUPANEWSor only 60 days. We can keep two addresses in the database [for
each member. If you want your address changed, just let us know by one of the following methods:

RUPA, PO Box 400, Vineburg, CA 954804000 or &8 E-mail: rupa.sectr@yahoo.com
Check your RUPA Directory to make sure we have the correct information
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ABOUT THE COVER
United Airlines dates its origin to the first Airmail Flight by Varney Airlines on April 6, 1926. Varney was
one of the four air transport companies that wuni

United first flew the AFriend Shipo livery in 16¢
United Airlines 8% anniversary.

The picture was taken by Marvin Berryman, who also furnishes us with the monthly historical articles.
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SAN FRANCISCO NORTH BAY RUPA LUNCHEON
Before | begin my report on the SFO North Bay Luncheon | would like to say on behalf of all of us a big
THANKS to Cleve and Bruce for keeping tR&JPANEWS)oing.

For the first time in a couple of months your reporter was able to escape from the Pacific Coast Air Museum
Board Meeting and get to Petaluma for the luncheon which is much more fun, or so | thought until Bob
Donegan surprised us with a quiz. The question was "what is a doubled shorted secondary?" Most of us h,
no idea and got a failing grade. (It has to do with big radial engines and an oscilloscope.) Bob then passed
around several items from his multitude of aviation artifacts and memorabilia. He has been providing us
with something of interest at each lunch for seven years now.

After a quick showing of hands it was determined that we still have several members who have not receivec
the Final Determination Letter from the PBGC. Bob reported that he had called the PBGC and was told tha
they would try to get them all out by this September of this year and assured him that they would have themr
done by Sept. 2012!!

Now it was time to place our orders with Wendy, who does an excellent job as our waitress. Now our con-
versations seem to drift away from aviation and to more personnel conversations. Probably because we ha
all told each other dozens of times that we were the greatest aviator ever.

Attending were; Galen Wagner, Bill Mcguire, Ellen Thompsom, Linda Mef&jis, Dick Lammerding,
Deke and Merle Holman, Ken and Shirley Corbin, Tom and Joyce Grey, J. R. Hastings, R, D. Smith, Leon
Scarbrough, John Braczynski, Wayne Hayerley, Jules Lepkowsky, Bob Donegan, and your reporter,

Bill Greene

SEATTLE GOONEY BIRDS
The Seattle Gooney Birds met for lunch on March 17 minus the host, who had to go home to attend to an
upset stomach. Bob Howard filled in and took the roll call and told a few jokes. Thanks, Bob!
Those in attendance were: Al Haynes, Gere Pryde, Chuck Westpfhal, Bill Records, Herb Marks, Bill Stone-
man, Howard Holder, Jim Barber, Jack Brown, Verl Roth, Dave Carver, Jim Chilton, Herb Breivik, Fred
Sindlinger, Tom Smith, Bill Stewart, and Bob Howaeil Brett  (absentee host)
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