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PRESIDENT'S LETTER  
As a parent of a CAL employee, I have been able to use a pass on several occasions to visit my son in 
Houston.  The good news about their pass policy is my max cost was $15 one way.  The bad news is that 
they charge your credit card the day you list.  If you do not get on your flight, you have to call and have them 
issue a credit.  If you list for first class, they will charge you $45 up front.  If you do not get a first class seat 
but do get a coach seat, you will still be charged $45.  If you list for coach, you cannot upgrade to first at the 
gate.  I am sure this policy is also in effect for their retirees.  I would hope that we can get UAL's service 
charge policy so that we are able to list for first class without having to worry about the $45 charge.  You 
should consider sending emails to the survey concerning this policy along with the boarding priority policy. 

It has been very quiet concerning the merger since I returned from the RUPA cruise.  The weather here in 
Maine has turned cold enough that my golf clubs are headed for the cellar.  One more tournament to play in 
and that will be it for 2010. 

Jerry and Rich are in the process of researching river cruises in Europe.  Rich should have more details early 
next year. I have been told that we may have to shoot for the spring of 2012 instead of the fall of 2011. 

In the interim, I hope you will consider attending the RUAEA convention in May of 2011.  Our own Jack 
Hoober and his lovely wife Nancy will be the hosts.  I am sure that they will put together a really good 
convention considering the number of RUAEA and RUPA people who live in the area.  Ron  

 

**********RUPANEWS EDITORS TO RETIRE**********  
Cleve and I have spent all of our retirement years in the service of RUPA.  No list of accomplishments - no 

bragging - no complaining, just a statement of fact. Another fact: A check of the ñFlown Westò list - about 

50% are younger than Cleve and I. 

Before computers and software, email and the internet, the RUPA hierarchy was based around the SF Bay 

area.  RUPANEWS became the voice of RUPA, was printed locally, was ñFolded & Stuffedò, and then 

mailed from a Bay Area Post Office.  Hence the SFO Mafia!!   Thatôs the past.  Our President lives in Maine, 

the VP in Monterey, CA and 200 miles north, in Sonoma, the Sec/T ñkeeps the keys.ò   Now the printing and 

mailing is done from Denver, all arrangements and execution by all email & internet.  We donôt need or do 

ñface to faceò any more. 

The point being; where are the volunteers now that we donôt have to live next door to each other?  I do not 

believe that there is only 0.11228% of the current mailing list are PC literate enough to handle the Editorôs 

job. 

Believe it or not, we think RUPA and our RUPANEWS magazine do provide services for you that you 

deserve.  But, to continue into the future, well, itôs time somebody else got in the barrel. Give us a call ï we 

wonôt tell anyone you volunteered! 

Could we just walk away?  We donôt want to, but until we just quit, no one will step forward to take over.  

Better to take it now, while we are willing to assist, than in February, when we just tell the President that we 

are DONE!    Bruce  

Do not send money here, letters only, please 
RUPANEWS Editors--- Cleve Spring & Bruce McLeod ---E-mail: rupaed@gmail.com 

or 
Cleve Spring (RUPA) 1104 Burke Lane, Foster City, CA 94404-3636 

Telephone: (650)349-6590 (Cleve) or (650)712-1532 (Bruce) 
 

Address changes, Dues, Snowbirds & Others: 
The Post Office will forward the RUPANEWS for only 60 days.  We can keep two addresses in the database for 
each member.  If you want your address changed, just let us know by one of the following methods: 

RUPA, PO Box 400, Vineburg, CA 95487-0400 ð or ð E-mail:  rupa.sectr@yahoo.com 

Check your RUPA Directory to make sure we have the correct information  
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ABOUT THE COVER  
The Antonov An-225 "Mriya" (Dream) is the world's largest aircraft.  The latest takeoff weight of 1,410,000 

establishes the An-225 as the world's heaviest aircraft, being heavier than the double-decker Airbus A380 

even though Airbus plans to pass the An-225's maximum landing weight with 1,304,000 lb for the A380.  

The "Spruce Goose" had a greater wingspan and a greater overall height, but was 20% shorter, and due to the 

materials used in its construction, also lighter.  In addition, the "Spruce Goose" only flew once and never 

climbed above 70 ft, making the An-225 the largest aircraft in the world to take off multiple times.  The An-

225 is not only larger than the Airbus A380 airliner, it is also considerably bigger than the Antonov An-124, 

Boeing 747 Large Cargo Freighter, and Lockheed C-5 Galaxy, the nearest equivalent heavy cargo aircraft. 

The An 225 was designed by the Antonov Design Bureau for the transport of the Russian Space Shuttle 

"Buran".  It was the same configuration as the Boeing B-747 SCA, Shuttle Carrier Aircraft, a shuttle carried 

on top of the fuselage. 

The basic configuration of the An-225 is similar to the An-124, "Ruslan", 

except the An-225 is longer, has no rear ramp/door assembly, an extended 

wingspan by almost 50 feet, two extra engines mounted inboard close to the 

wing roots, a ñtwin tailò for the external Shuttle carriage, and incorporates a 

32-wheel landing gear system (two nose and fourteen main wheel bogies, 

seven per side, each with two wheels).  Construction was started on a 

second An-225, designed with a single fin and a rear ramp/cargo door 

assembly, planned to be more effective for cargo transportation. 

The only finished example entered service in 1989.  After the cancellation 

of the Buran space program, the shuttle transporter was no longer needed, 

so the An-225 was stored in spring 1994.  The second An-225, not yet 

completed, was stored as well. 

In the late 1980s, efforts were begun by the Soviet government to generate revenue from its military assets.  

In 1989, a holding company was set up as a heavy airlift shipping corporation under the name "Antonov 

Airlines", based in Kiev, Ukraine and operating from London Luton Airport in partnership with Air Foyle 

HeavyLift.  The company initiated operations with a fleet of four An-124-100s and three Antonov An-12s, 

but by the late 1990s a need for aircraft larger than the An-124 became apparent.  Thus, in 2001 the original 

An-225 was re-engined, and modified internally for heavy cargo transport.  On 23 May, 2001, the An-225 

received its type certificate from the Interstate Aviation Committee Aviation Register, and placed in service 

under the management of Antonov Airlines. 

According to Bruce Bird, Director of the Charter Division of Air Foyle, 

parts of large rocket launchers like the Delta and Atlas could be transported 

in the An-225.  Lockheed's planned Venture Star could be transported on its 

back.  Additionally, the Mriya could serve as a launch platform for the X-

34B.  Furthermore, big sections of aircraft could be transported in it. 

The An-225 has become the major workhorse of the Antonov Airlines fleet, 

transporting objects once thought impossible to move by air, such as 

locomotives and 150-ton generators, and has become a valuable asset to international relief organizations for 

its ability to quickly transport huge quantities of emergency supplies during disaster relief operations. 

Based on that success, a decision was made in September, 2006 to complete the second An-225.  Scheduled 

for completion in 2008, it was delayed, and by August, 2009, since the aircraft had still not been completed, 

the project was abandoned. 

The An-225's first flight in commercial service departed from Stuttgart, Germany on 3 January, 2002, and 

flew to Thumrait, Oman with 216,000 prepared meals for American military personnel based in the region.  

This vast number of ready meals was transported on some 375 pallets and weighed 187.5 tons. 

Beginning in June 2003, the An-225, along with An-124s, delivered over 800 tons of equipment to aid 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Airbus_A380
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Airbus_A380
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonov_An-124
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_747_Large_Cargo_Freighter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C-5_Galaxy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_747_Large_Cargo_Freighter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C-5_Galaxy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_747_Large_Cargo_Freighter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonov_Airlines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonov_Airlines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiev
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Luton_Airport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Foyle_HeavyLift
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Foyle_HeavyLift
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stuttgart,_Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thumrait,_Oman
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humanitarian efforts in Iraq.  The An-225 has also been contracted by the Canadian and U.S. governments to 

transport military supplies to the Middle East in support of Coalition forces. 

In November, 2004, FAI placed the An-225 in the Guinness Book of Records for its 240 records. 

On 11 August, 2009, the heaviest single cargo item ever sent via air freight was loaded onto an Antonov 225.  

At 53.2 ft long and 14.0 ft wide, the consignmentïa generator for a gas power plant in Armenia and its 

loading frameïweighed in at a record 416,900 lbs. 

During 2009, the An-225 was painted in a new blue and yellow paint scheme as shown on our cover.  

Antonov Airlines had ceased cooperation with AirFoyle and partnered with Volga-Dnepr in 2006. 

In February, 2010, the An-225 transported 236,700 lbs. of construction machinery from Japan to Santo 

Domingo, Dominican Republic for quake-stricken Haiti. 

On 11 June, 2010, the An-225 carried the world's longest piece of air cargo, when it flew two new 42-meter 

wind turbine blades (test subjects) from Tianjin, China to Denmark.  

An example of the cost of shipping cargo by An-225 was 266,000 Euro ($363,755) for flying a chimney duct 

from Denmark to Kazakhstan in 2008. (Ed note:  the size of the chimney duct was not specified?) 

General characteristics 
 Crew 6  

 Payload: Internal: 550,000 lb Empty weight: 628,315 lb 

 External: 440,000 lb ï up to 230 ft long  MT/O  Weight: 1,410,000 lb 

 Length: 275.6 ft Powerplant: 6× ZMKB Progress D-18 

 Wingspan: 290 ft 2 in   turbofans, 51,600 lbf each 

 Height: 59.3 ft Takeoff run: 11,500 ft with maximum  

    payload  (9+ holes of golf?) 

Performance 
 Maximum speed: 460 knots, 530 mph Range: Max Payload: 2,500 mi 

 Cruise speed: 430 knots, 500 mph Service ceiling: 36,100 ft 

 Range: Max Fuel: 9570 mi  

 
DANA POINT RUPA LUNCH  

Well the change of Date of the groups Lunch seemed to meet the approval of the members.  Or maybe it was 
the gorgeous weather in our area this day.  Rain had gone through a couple of days before, leaving sunshine 
and clear skies.  Our group took up the whole of the top deck, under the big blue umbrellas, at the Wind and 
Sea. 

On Deck were: Ed Ahart, Rusty Aimer, Park Ames, Barney Barnhouse, Carlos Bernhard, Bruce Dunkle, 
John Grant,  Jim Grosswiler, Jack Healy, Rick Hoefer, Bob McGowan, Don Morgan,  Al Pregler, Bill 
Rollins, Glenn Schwarz, Ted Simmons, Bill Stewarrt, Joe Udovch, George Webster.  In addition we had 
some line pilots from the 'Taco Tuesday' group that just happen to be meeting at Proud Mary's Cafe next 
door.  Rusty brought them over.  Mitch Kronowit, Rob Waldner, and Jeff Feldermann.  Mitch is active but 
on currently on furlough...for the second time! Glad to have them join our group. 

Interesting to learn that UAL has 1,400 pilots on furlough while Cal has only 140.  Recall notices have been 
issued for the 140.  So maybe the new UAL/CAL will soon issued recalls for UAL Pilots. 

Got a call from Donald and Donette (all know Donette, from the flight office days) saying they were going to 
be in the area for the Third Tuesday.  I'm sure all would be glad to see them, but it would have to be at 
another time.  They list their home as Gig Harbor, WA 

A lot of talk on the PBGC and the United Pilots for Justice group.  Mistakes seem have been made with the 
calculations both ways.  Several thought they were fine with what came forth in the PBGC Final 
Determination.  Will see what Doug Wilsman complies in his Final Determination Spread Sheet.  Quite a 
few of the group have sent their $300 to the UNPJC.  What Doug is doing is separate from the UNPJC. 
(Dougôs data, 4 pages, was printed in the November issue of RUPANEWS.  Ed)  All for Now, Ted  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C3%A9d%C3%A9ration_A%C3%A9ronautique_Internationale
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinness_Book_of_Records
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volga-Dnepr_Airlines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santo_Domingo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wind_turbine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tianjin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denmark
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wind_turbine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denmark
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kazakhstan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manufacturer%27s_Weight_Empty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maximum_Takeoff_Weight
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ZMKB_Progress_D-18
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wingspan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turbofan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V_speeds#Vno
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V_speeds#Vc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ceiling_(aeronautics)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Range_(aircraft)


6 December, 2010 RUPANEWS 

 

 

LOS ANGELES SAN FERNANDO VALLEY LUNCHEON  
We had a good turnout for our November 11th lunch at Mimiôs.  The 18 who attended are: Rex  May; Jack & 
Joyann Moore; Walt Tyler; Mike Herriott; Larry Lutz; Doug Bielanski; Herb Goodrich; Denny Fendelander; 
Tom & Mary McQueen; Bob Mosher; Ray Engle; Norm Marchmont & Trudy Buck; Gene Biscailuz; Doug 

& Marcene Rankin. 

Doug Bielanski again filled in for Don McDermott who was in Oregon having Arthroscopic Surgery.  Doug 
called on Rex May who discussed some changes in keeping your United Blue Cross-Blue Shield Medical 
coverage up to date.  Doug Rankin added that due to a change in procedures, it is necessary to make sure that 
your respective banks know of the change of the amount of the premium to be deducted from your account.  
He did this by calling the United Benefits Service Center and the Service Center made the proper changes in 
their computer.  The service center then sent him two e-mails: one confirming the termination of the old 

method 12-31-10, and one confirming the new method with the increased premium starting 1-01-11. 

Doug Bielanski gave a report on the UAL-CAL Pilots merger committees, saying that they are at 
loggerheads in trying to merge Seniority, Pay, and Work Rules.  Also, Dougôs report on the PBGC noted that 
he had received his ñFinal Letterò and there was discussion about who was to get them and how many had 
received them.  And Bob Mosher commented that those who were over 70 at the time of the PBGC takeover 

was status Quo, with no change in their payments therefore would not be receiving Final Letters. 

Doug B. said that Don McDermott suggested to him that funds be taken from our Flower Fund to send 

flowers to Marvin Jeffers, who has not been feeling well. 

After lunch, our waitress, Gina, pulled a number from our flower fund basket.  She drew number 8.  Number 

8 on our sign-in sheet was Larry Lutz, the lucky winner this month. 

Rex reminded us that December 9th is our annual Christmas Lunch at the Hacienda Hotel.  Hope to see you 

there, and next year at Mimiôs on January 13th. Til then, Marcene & Doug Rankin  

 

MCHENRY, IL RUPA LUNCHEON GROUP - ANNOUNCEMENT  
We have been meeting at the Warsaw Inn in McHenry IL for 10 years but now it is closing for remodeling 

and intends to change the buffet format and become a more traditional family restaurant. 

When we found out about this change we started looking for a new place.  We have not found a place yet 

that fits our needs for the meeting in January. 

We want to go back to the Warsaw Inn when it reopens probably by March. 

As there will be a lunch meeting in Arlington Heights in March we plan to schedule out next lunch in May. 

Notices will be sent out. Claude Nickell  

 

REMINDERS:  
 There is no RUPANEWS in January, as the RUPA Directory comes out next month.   

The deadline for February is January 15. 

2011 Medical Benefits:  All UAL retirees must ensure that their 2011 Medical Benefits premium payments 
are set-up correctly, whether through the UAL Benefits Center auto pay program or however else you ñdo 
it.ò  We receive daily updates from members on ñhow-to-do-itò.  Some are accurate, some are contradictory, 

some are questionable.  If in doubt, call the Benefits Center at: 1 888-825-0188.  It is your responsibility. 

Email: DELIVERY STAUS NOTIFICATION ï Failed delivery notice: The email account that you tried to 
reach is over quota. We get that notice too often.  We do not resend rejected messages.  The 
RUPAed@gmail.com account is no cost, limited to 7,563MB of space.  Yesterday, 3 months worth, 967 
messages, many with photos and attachments, using only 21%.  I deleted all; EMPTIED  the ñDeleted 

message folderò - this am, 27 emails, using 0%.  Hint!!  Hint!! 

2011 RUPA Directory:  By the time you receive this issue of RUPANEWS, it will be too late to make 
corrections to your personal data.  What we had at the announced deadline, November 30, 2010, is what will 
be printed. 
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THE BEGINNING OF THE UNITED AIRLINES BOEING SCHOOL OF AERONAUTICS  
In the Spring of 1929 following a survey of schools and colleges offering aeronautical courses, officials of 
the Boeing System concluded that an Aeronautical Training School was needed to train personnel in all 
phases of the rapidly expanding aeronautics industry.  The Aeronautics Branch of the Department of 
Commerce (DOC) had issued a ñstandard of trainingò, specifying the minimum requirements for schools to 
receive a ñDOC Approved School Certificateò.  These requirements stated the amount of instruction 
necessary for Private, Limited Commercial and Transport Pilot license applicants. 

The sponsors of the proposed Boeing School of Aeronautics (BSA) in Oakland, California realized that the 
DOC ñminimum requirementsò were barely adequate for pilots who were to be employed by the larger 
Aviation Transport Companies.  They also determined that pilot training alone did not meet the staffing 
needs of these companies, so additional training courses were developed for Ground Operations personnel.  
The series of training courses included ñshort coursesò requiring only part-time attendance and two ñmajor 
coursesò requiring full-time attendance for nine months.  The pilotôs short courses were designed to satisfy 
the DOC requirements for Private, Limited Commercial or Transport licenses.  The other short courses were 
designed to train students in the basics of airplane and engine maintenance. 

The two ñMasterò courses, Master Mechanic and Master Pilot were intended to provide in-depth training for 
employees of the Air Transport Industry.  Subjects of the Master courses & laboratories included: Aviation, 
Aerodynamics, Airplanes, Aircraft Engines, Instruments, Meteorology, Communications, Aerial Surveying, 
Mathematics, Engineering Drawing, Heat Power, Welding, Materials of Fabrication, Elements of Design, 
Business Methods, Law, Air Transportation, Field Operations and Pilotôs Physical Care. 

At the Sept. 16, 1929 scheduled opening of the school, enrollment was anticipated to be 35 students.  An 
excess of 100 students registered for the first class with nearly 70 enrolled in the Master courses.  The Master 
courses proved so popular that new classes were started every three months, instead of yearly as was 
originally planned.  The original concept of the Master courses proved satisfactory except for the necessary 
expansion of the Communications course due to the rapid growth of Radio in the Air Transport Industry. 
By Marvin Berryman  

Please mail your tax-deductible contributions and donations of United Memorabilia & Artifacts to:     

UAHF, Tom Goodyear, 7401 Martin Luther King Blvd., Denver, CO 80207.  Website: www.uahf.org 
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S. E. TREASURE COAST SUNBIRD LUNCHEON 

Our FIRST 'Official' RUPA Luncheon of the new Season took place at Shrimper's in Stuart, FL on Tuesday, 

November 9th.  It was GR8 to see some of our Northern friends starting to come back down but we did have 

some of our REGULARS traveling and out and about and not available to attend.  We are expecting a more 

Seasonal turnout for our Dec. Lunch on Tuesday, Dec. 14th at Shrimper's. 

We had a terrific time on an absolutely beautiful So. Florida Day at our Nov. Luncheon sitting right by the 

Harbor's edge at the phantastick Manatee Pocket.  The WX, the boats and the 'scenery' was enjoyed by all. 

Those in attendance were Paul Andes, Bill Northup, Jim (welcome back) Dowd, John (welcome back) 

Pinter,  Gary (new Member) Breland, Don Jefferson, Ted Osinski, Skip La Rocque, Sid Sigwald and myself, 

Bob Langevin. 

Our Dec. RUPA Luncheon will be at Shrimper's (once again) on Dec. 14th at 11:30AM.  In recognition of 

The Christmas Holiday.........and starting a new tradition/way of doing things...........we are inviting our 

LADIES to join us for our Christmas Holiday Luncheon.  So.........we are expecting at least double the 

normal turn-out.  It should be lotsa fun.  If you live on the Treasure Coast or are visiting or are just passing 

thru............we'd love to have you join us.  Shrimper's is EZ to find, it's just South of Salerno Rd. on A1A 

(Dixie Hwy).  For more information, give me a call at 772-219-0905 or my email address is: 

BobL34997@aol.com.  BTW, we will be inviting our Ladies to our Feb. (Valentine's Day) Luncheons from 

now on as well. 

Wishing you all a Happy and Safe Holiday Season and hope to see some of you at Shrimper's Dec. 14th at 

11:30AM.  Bob Langevin  

 

SAN DIEGO RUPA LUNCEON 

Dear Cleve & Bruce, The San Diego Luncheon Group met on November 9 with 9 people.  Brad and Rhoda 

Green, Paul and Bobby Whitby, Bob and Ruth Bowman, Bill Pauling, Don Trunick and me, Bob Harrell. 

We had a jolly time, our favorite waitress, and the usual good food.  The many conversations were the 

highlight, and there was much laughter by all.  What a dandy group, good people.  Being seniors, the topics 

were all genteel, and never a hint about sex, drugs, or Rock and Roll.  At least I never heard any.  We are all 

hoping to do it again in December. Best wishes to you two hard workers, Bob  

THE COLUMBIA RIVER GEEZERS RUPA LUNCHEON ANNOUNCEMENT  
Account time constraints and the upcoming holidays, the next lunch for the 

Columbia River Geezers will be held on Wednesday January 19, 2011 at 1100 hours. 

Macaroni Grill, 9073 SE Sunnyside Road, Clackamas, OR 

For now, our intention is to hold these lunches on the third Wednesday of every other month at the same or 

alternating locations.  This will be a topic of discussion at the January lunch. 

Please RSVP to either: 

 Ron Blash Tony Passannante 

 rblash@mac.com  hotshotcharley@aol.com  

 503 504 5324 mobile 503 318 7899 mobile 

THE TUCSON ANNUAL LUNCHEON ANNOUNCEMENT  
The Tucson annual Luncheon will be held on Tuesday January 25, 2011 

At the Tucson Country Club 

For more information contact Randy Ryan (520-797-3912 
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Come join us in Portland, in the northwest corner of Oregon, amid some of the  

best scenery in the world. 
The Willamette (pronounced will-LAM -et) River bisects the city and has 10 bridges crossing it.  The C 
olumbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is east of Portland.  There are many waterfalls in the gorge 
including one of the highest in North America, Multnomah Falls.  The Pacific Ocean is about an hour-and-a
-half to the west of Portland.  Mount Hood is 50 miles east of Portland and the high desert is about an hour 
beyond that.  Mount Hood is 50 miles east of Portland and the high desert is about an hour beyond that. 

North of Portland, across the Columbia River, is Vancouver, WA. 

Portland is known as the City of Roses for very good reasons; one of them being that the largest rose test 
garden in the USA is located in the city's Washington Park.  It should be in glorious bloom for the 
convention.  The Portland Japanese Garden, also in Washington Park, is one of the most authentic Japanese 
gardens outside of Japan.  The Lan Su Classical Chinese Garden, in China Town, is a downtown oasis.  
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden, in southeast Portland, is home to more than 2500 rhododendrons, 

azaleas and companion plants.  There are many other beautiful gardens in the city.  

Wine country is located an hour southwest of the city and there are many fine tasting opportunities there. 
The Evergreen Aviation and Space museum is located in the heart of wine country, and Howard Hughes' 

Spruce Goose and United's first DC-3 are on display there. 

Portland is known as "the microbrewery capital of the country".  There are brew pubs all over the metro 

area.  The brews are great and the people are friendly.  Of course, Portland has world-class coffee, too.  

A streetcar system covers most of the downtown area.  The MAX light-rail system covers most of the urban 
area.  The bus system covers the entire metropolitan area.  Tickets are available for different lengths of time, 

and an all-day ticket is less than $5.  

Oregon is a great place to shop.  There are many great nationally known stores, both retail and outlet, and 

there is   éééééééééééééé. NO SALES TAXNO SALES TAX.  

We have an Arts and Crafts Raffle at every convention.  Retirees donate a piece of their original art or craft 
to be raffled off.  We would love to have you join in.  If you would like more information about how you 

can participate, contact the Arts and Crafts Raffle Chair, Carol Mitchell, at: (360) 694-3464. 

For those of you who prefer ñorganized activities,ò many fascinating and fun tours will be offered to a 
variety of locations including: Mt. Hood, Mt. St. Helens, the Columbia River Gorge, the Western Antique 
Automobile and Aviation Museum in Hood River, Evergreen Air and Space Museum, the Oregon Museum 

of Science and Industry, gardens, wine country and Portland microbreweries.  

BE SURE TO WATCH FOR FUTURE ANNOUNCEMENTBE SURE TO WATCH FOR FUTURE ANNOUNCEMENT S.  S.    

If you ever have wanted to take the Inland Passage cruise to Alaska, here is your opportunity. Special rates 
are available for both pre- and post- convention departures on Holland America. These cruises must be 
booked early, so if you are interested, contact our Tours Chair, Cindy Passannante at: (503) 658-5646 to get 

more information. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SWE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN PORTLAND IN MAY!EEING YOU IN PORTLAND IN MAY!  

 


